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Lesson for December 26 in this issue 


Lesson 13.—Thinking Realistically About Life. 
Ecclesiastes 1 to 5; 12. 
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Mother's Christmas Eve 
By Mary L. Miles 


HE last gay parcel’s wrapped, 
And placed beneath the tree. 
The festive dinner planned, 
Salads and sauces made, 
The bulging stockings hung 
Upon the little beds. 


And now I breathe the magic 
Of this midnight hour; 

And worship with the angels 
God’s incarnate Son, 

The Father’s Christmas gift 
To sinful, erring man. 


And with the Christmas bells 
My heart with rapture rings, 
For motherhood’s sweet joys, 
And loved ones, far and near; 
And sharing Mary’s bliss 

I magnify the Lord. 


Is There Darkness in Us? 


Light and darkness are used through- 
out the whole Bible to illustrate the 
terrible contrast between the holiness of 
God and the sinfulness of man. One of 
the lovely figures of speech used to de- 
scribe regeneration is that of translation 
from darkness to light. When a sinner 
is born again through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ he is “translated . . . into 
the kingdom of his dear Son” (Col, 1:13), 
so that positionally he stands justified in 





Christ before God. But often there is 
much work to be done by the Holy Spirit 
in the heart of a ‘redeemed person, to 
correct old habits, cleanse the conscience, 
and subdue the old nature. This is par- 
ticularly true in the case of those who 
have grown up in heathen countries, or 
who have not had the benefit of a Prot- 
estant education and background. The 
necessity for such a work of the Spirit is 
emphasized in a recent request in the 
prayer calendar of the China Inland 
Mission. “I can press no more urgent 
request,” wrote Don Rulison of N. Thai- 
land, “than that these Hui Lyang Chris- 
tians may go on with Jesus step by step, 
They have come out of darkness into the 
Light, but not all of the darkness has 
come out of them.” It is easy for us 
to read this and say to ourselves, Yes, 
that is certainly what those formerly 
heathen people need. But there is a 
lesson here also for those of us who 
have known the Saviour for many years. 
There may be darkness still lingering in 
some corners of our hearts, where we 
have not allowed the Holy Spirit to do 
His work completely. You cannot sweep 
darkness out of a room with a broom, 
for the only way to dispel it is by turn- 
ing on the light or raising the shades. 
The best way to get rid of any darkness 


that may be left in our hearts is through 
continual, prayerful meditation in the 
Word of God. “The entrance of thy 
words giveth light; it giveth understand- 
ing unto the simple” (Psa, 119:130). It 
may be that we have not kept our hearts 
with all diligence, but this is fatal to 
our joy, peace, and power, “for out of 
it are the issues of life” (Prov. 4:23). 
Possibly we have unconsciously fallen 
into habits of thinking that have dam- 
aged our spiritual life and shown them- 
selves in our words and actions in ways 
that are displeasing to God and His peo- 
ple. If that has happened, then we need 
to pray, “Search me, O God, and know 
my heart: try me, and know my 
thoughts: and see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting” (Psa. 139:23, 24). Just as 
the sun reaches every corner of a room 
with its powerful light in the early morn- 
ing, so ought the Word of God to shine 
into every nook and cranny of our lives 
in order that the darkness may be driven 
out of us. God “hath delivered us from 
the power of darkness” (Col. 1:13), so 
we are to “walk as children of light” 
(Eph, 5:8). Every part of the Word is 
good to show us how to do this, and 
God has given us His Holy Spirit to 
enable us to. 


GRACE 


This editorial is by the Right Reverend Bishop D, A. Thompson, cura- 

tor of the Biblical Museum, Limmer Lane, Felpham, Bognor Regis, Eng- 

land. It has been issued as a pamphlet, and may be had at 3 pence, 
or 3 cents, a copy from Bishop Thompson. 


words, and one of the sweetest 

themes found in Holy Scripture, 
Grace, in its broadest sense, is the free 
favor and love of God, with all that 
flows therefrom, vouchsafed to men with- 
out any merit or claim on their part, 
for all are undeserving and hell. deserv- 
ing sinners. It is the opposite of merit 


G is one of the most important 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“But whoso hearkeneth unto me 
shall dwell safely, and shall be 
quiet from fear of evil” (Prov. 


1:33). 

















and the complement of need (Rom. 4:4; 
11:6; John 1:16, 17). 

And so grace, as Scripture declares, is 
manifold (1 Pet. 4:10). The late Bishop 
H. C. G. Moule wrote: “Grace beneath 
its multiplicity has a divine simplicity 
and singleness. In its ultimate descrip- 
tion it is no abstract thing; no mysterious 
substanere thrown off as it were by God 
and injected into man. It is the Lord 
Himself in action. What is human kind- 
ness but a kind man in action? What is 
divine grace but the Lord Himself, in- 
finitely kind, acting for and acting in, 
the soui?” 

Com™Mon GRACE 
or general grace, js what is bestowed 
upon all men on account of the pity and 











1042 (2) * 


compassion of God, such as the shining 


of the sun and the sending of the rain . 


(Matt. 5:45); the granting of fruitful 
seasons and bountiful harvests (Acts 14: 
17); the light of nature and reason with 
convictions of. conscience (John 1:9}, 
Rom, 1:18-25; 2:1-16), together with all 
other operations of a kind Providence 
41 Tim. 4:10). 


COVENANT GRACE 

or particular grace is the special mercy 
of the Lord not to all, but only to His 
chosen people. It is that action of the 
Lord through the ministry of the Word 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
whereby sinners are convicted of sin, 
brought to repentance and -to faith in 
Christ (John 16:7-11; Rom. 2:4); born 
again and saved (John 3 and Eph. 2: 
8-10); and then led onwards in the spir- 
itual life and pilgrimage, growing in ail 
those gifts and graces, and in that like- 
ness to Christ which according to the 
Bible should characterize the Christian 
life (Heb. 6:1; 1 Cor, 12:4-11; 1 Pet. 4: 
10 and 11; Rom. 8:29). Such life here 
is followed by Heaven hereafter. 

The praise of this grace has been sung 
in the words of the familiar hymn writ- 
ten jointly by Dr. Philip Doddridge (vs. 
1, 2; 4, and 6) and the Rev, A. Toplady, 
author of “Rock of Ages” (vs, 3 and 5): 

Grace! ’tis a charming sound, 

Harmonious to the ear! 


Heaven with the echo shall resound, 
And all the earth shall hear. 


Grace first contrived the way 
To save rebellious man; 

And all the steps that grace display, 
Which drew the wondrous plan. 


"Twas grace that wrote my name 
In God’s eternal book; 
"Twas grace that gave me to the Lamb, 
Who all my ‘sorrows took... 
Grace taught my wandering feet 
To tread the heavenly road; 
And new supplies each hour I meet 
While passing on to God. 


Grace taught my soul to pray, 
And made my eyes o’erflow; . 

"Twas grace that kept me to this day, 
And will not let me go. 


Grace all the work shall crown, 
Through everlasting days; 

It lays in Heaven the topmost stone, 
And well deserves the praise. 


Cuan LInKs ofr GRACE 


This covenant grace is a deep mystery, 
hidden in the awful and incomprehensi- 
ble but always right and just and blessed 
sovereignty of the Triune Jehovah. It 
may be compared to a chain connecting 
Heaven with earth and earth with 
Heaven. Each link needs prayerful, long 
examination and meditation. Among the 
Many are: Electing grace (Rom, 11:5); 
Believing (or faith-giving) grace (Acts 
18:27); Saving grace (Acts 15:11; Eph. 
2:8; Titus 2:11); Justifying grace (Rom. 
3:24 and Titus 3:7). Salvation from 
first‘to last and from start to finish is 
all of this sovereign covenant, grace. 
This electing, predestinating, calling, 
preserving, glorifying grace (Rom. 8;28- 
30) is, in the words of Dr. Moule, of 





“THE ‘SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


“the infinite free will of God (even 
more sacred than the will of man); a 
purpose and a plan older than the oceans 
and the skies. .., Let us leave abso- 
lutely to the Lord the unknown of the 
matter. We shall not be disappointed 
when He lets us know more about it, 
another.day. Let us boldly grasp for 
our strength and joy the known of the 
matter; the sovereign grace that lies 
behind the sinner’s repentance, faith, 
hope, and love; the covenant and the 
divine purpose, counsel, and will.” 
Gracious souls, moved and melted by 
these great truths, very feelingly sing 
R. Robinson’s hymn: 
Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for ceaseless songs of praise. 
Jesus sought me, when a stranger, 
Wand'ring from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Freely shed His precious blood. 


Oh, to grace. how great a debtor 
Daily I’m constrained to be; 

Let that grace break every fetter 
That withholds my heart from Thee. 

Prone to wartder, Lord, I feel it; 

Prone to leave the God I love; 

Saviour, take my heart and seal it, 

Seal it for Thy courts above. 

The Christian life is one of “joy un- 
speakable and full of glory,” and yet 
also, strange to say, sometimes at the 
same time one of “heaviness through 
manifold temptations” (1 Pet. 1:8, 6). 
The word “temptation,” writes the 
scholar quoted before, “lends itself 
equally to denote the solicitations of 
the great Enemy and the tests of the 
Eternal Friend; ‘temptation’ and ‘trial’ 
respectively, in our present parlance. 
These things are very often, perhaps 
always, in the case of the believer, two 
aspects of one thing. In the history of 
Job we see Satan tempting, with reso¢ 
lute and merciless purposes of evil; we 
see the Lord trying, so as to show to 
His perfect, thoroughly genuine servant 
more of the plague of his own heart and 
very much more of the glory and love 
of God. We see the two processes car- 
ried on in great measure by the same 
events and experience. This double 
process is one of the normal facts of 
the Christian life.” ' 


GRACE FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 


And so the Christian life is a warfare, 
and: a hard and stern one at that. It 
is a fight against the world, the flesh, 
and the Devil. In this difficult conflict 
the believer is often cast down, in dis- 
tress, hard pressed, and almost in de- 
spair. But the Lord is not unmindful 
of, or indifferent to the trusting soul 
engaged in the fierce battle of seeking 
to do the will of God and not to sin; 
of facing the difficult problems. asso- 
ciated with some dreadful disappoint- 
ment; of feeling acutely the pang and 
loneliness of losing a beloved one by 
death; of experiencing failing health and 
bodily pain; or of any other of the in- 
numerable tests, trials, and temptations 









December 11, 1954 





which are common to men. Scripture 
sweetly reads: “We have hot an high 
priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmittes; but was in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin. Let us therefore come. 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that 


(Continued on page 1046) 








Notes on Open Letters 


The Cause of Defilement 


“I wonder if you would be kind 
enough to explain the meaning of this 
verse: “Not that which goeth into 
the mouth defileth a man; but that 
which cometh out of the mouth” (Matt. 
15:11).—A Texas reader. 

These words are found in the midst 
of a passage where the Lord Jesus was 
speaking, first to the scribes and Phari- 
sees, then the multitude, and finally His 
own disciples. He was teaching the rel- 
ative unimportance of the physical side 
of man’s life, and the absolutely vital 
importance of the spiritual side. He 
exposed the hypocrisy of the Pharisees 
who, He said, had “made the command- 
meht of God of none effect by your tra- 
dition” (v. 6); and, He added, “In vain 
they do worship me, teaching for doc- 
trines the commandments of men” (v. 
9). He meant, in verse 11, that it is not 
food going into a man’s mouth that de- 
files him. spiritually, but words coming 
out of his mouth. 

The Lord Jesus explained this some- 
what difficult saying to His own disciples 
when He said: “Do not ye yet under- 
stand, that whatsoever entereth in at the 
mouth goeth into the belly, and is cast 
out into the draught? But those thirigs 
which proceed out of the mouth come 
forth from the heart; and they defile the 
man. For out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornica- 
tions, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: 
these are the things which defile a man: 
but to eat with unwashen hands defileth 
not a man” (17-20). 

The greatest Bible passage” on the 
tongue is the third chapter of James. 
He says: “Out of the same mouth pro- 
ceedeth blessing and cursing. My breth- 
ren, these things ought not so to be. 
Doth a fountain send forth at the same 
place sweet water and bitter?” (vs. 10, 
11.) The Apostle Paul named a number 
of sins which come out in the form of 
words when he wrote to the Corinthians: 
“For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall 
not find you such as I would, and that 
I shall be found unto you such as ye 
would not: lest there be debates, envy- 
ings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whis- 
perings, swellings, tumults” (2 Cor. 12: 
20). And words are often used to entice 
to other ‘sins. Here is a Scriptural 
prayer for help in controlling the tongue: 
“Set a watch, O Lord, béfore my mouth; 
keep the door of my lips” (Psa, 141:3). 
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Music in the Christian Home 


The value of hymns in family worship 


‘ 


and private devotions 


nals, the first Protestant hymnbook 

which appeared im 1524 during the 
Reformation, was written expressly for 
private devotions in the home. As the 
message of the hymns was considered 
more important than the music, just the 
melody was noted above the hymn texts. 

The Reformation’s leader, Martin 
Luther, knew that the message of the 
hymns would promote spiritual growth 
and focus attention upon God, so he put 
the hymnbook as well as the Bible into 
the hands of the German people for 
their devotional use. 

Christians down through the years 
have found that hymns in private de- 
votions serve as a spiritual guide and 
inspiration; that they strengthen, en- 
courage, help, comfort, teach, convict, 
admonish, and act as an emotional out- 
let. Through the study of hymns the 
Bible’s doctrine and teachings often be- 
come plainer and hold a deeper meaning. 
Through knowledge of the hymns’ and 
hymn writers’ backgrounds, one can 
share the spiritual experiences of others 
and thereby receive a more significant 
message from both the hymns and the 
Bible. 

In family devotions, hymns have many 
more possibilities, ranging from group 
singing, solos, duets, and the playing of 
instruments to hymn discussions and 
quizzes. Those who have not had the 
opportunity to learn to play some musi- 
cal instrument or cannot sing a solo 
often tune in devotional music on the 
radio or use the phonograph. Hymns 
thus used at the family altar unify the 
family in the fellowship. of God and pro- 
vide everyone with an opportunity to 
use his talents for God. 


Singing With Understanding 


Better and more meaningful congre- 
gational as well as devotional partici- 
pation is assured when we follow the 
Bible’s admonition to “sing with the un- 
derstanding” (1 Cor, 14:15). Studying 
and meditating on the words of hymns 
often leads one back to the Bible and 
to Bible reference books such as the 
concordance and Bible dictionary. This 
naturally results in a better knowledge 
of‘the Holy Scriptures. It is interesting 
to discover that in the Bible dictionary 
the word “dayspring,” as used in the 
hymn, “The Sands of Time Are Sinking,” 
stands for Christ, “the light of the 
world.” And looking up the word in 
the concordance one is referred to Luke 
1:78, 79, “Through the. tender, mercy of 
our God; whereby the dayspring from on 
high hath visited us, to give light to 
them that sit in darkness and in the 


T: CONTRAST to our modern hym- 


sincere Christians” 


By CLAUDIA STEWART BACHMAN 


The Editor is glad to add his per- 
sonal testimony to Mrs. Bachman’s 
in favor of the use of the solid old 
hymns at-family worship. for years 
it has been the custom in his family 
to begin the morning worship with 
the singing of one of the older 
hymns, which is then followed by 
Bible reading and prayer. He and 
his wife believed that even when 
the children were young they could 
just as well learn to sing the fine 
old hymns as the lighter, and some- 
times frothy, modern choruses set to 
march or waltz time. For instance, 
the words and music of “How Firm 
a Foundation” are the kind that 
bring real comfort and strength 
when one is lying on a hospital bed 
or facing temptation and opposition. 
In the Editor’s family, now widely 
scattered in Christian work, the 
singing of the old hymns has paid 
rich dividends. Mrs. Bachman elab- 
orates on their value in this article 
and gives practical suggestions. 








shadow of death, to guide our feet into 
the way of peace.” 

To read about. hymns and hymn 
writers can also be of great blessing and 
interest as part of your quiet time. The 
Hymn Society of America! and others 
have added greatly to the treasury of 
information about hymns and their 
authors. Christian magazines often have 
articles about hymns, many books have 
been published about hymns,2 and you 
can even purchase handbooks to accom- 
pany many of the larger denominational 
hymnals.3 


To know the story behind the familiar 
lines: 


Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 
to know the life of its ex-slaver and 
sailor author, John Newton, who wrote 
this epitaph for himself: 
Joun Newton, Clerk, 
Once an Infidel and Libertine, 
A servant of slaves in Africa, 
Was, by the rich mercy of our Lord and 
Saviour - 
Jesus Curis, 
Preserved, restored, pardoned, 
And appointed to preach the Faith 
He had long laboured to destroy. 
“Promoting the faith and comfort of 
was the purpose 
stated on the title page of the “Olney 


‘Hymns,” the collection of devotional 


hymns written by Newton and his poet 
friend, William Cowper. These hymns, 
appearing in England in 1779, were for 


Newton’s cottage prayer meetings in the 
little village of Olney. 

By looking ‘into the life of William 
Cowper, the other Olney hymn writer, 
we see another function that the use of 
hymns provides. Cowper’s life was 
clouded by fits of melancholia and in- 
sanity, and his despondency once drove 
him to attempt suicide. However, from 
Pagtor Newton, an invaluable friend, 
Cowper received much spiritual help and 
encouragement. After accepting Christ, 
Cowper poured forth his thoughts about 
God in many fine devotional hymns. 
Cowper discovered that his writing eased 
his pent-up emotions and helped him to 
live more victoriously—and today many 
persons have found that the meditation 
on hymns helps to bring a similar re- 
lief and peace of mind. 

Cowper’s hymn, “Oh, for a Closer 
Walk With God,” shows the longing to 
be rid of depression and sadness. As 
despondency once again strikes Cowper, 
he petitions for comfort, a deeper faith, 
and a closer fellowship with God, Hymns 
of this nature convey to God the Chris- 
tian’s inner emotional conflict as Satan 
attempts to trap his prey in the pit of 
despondency and despair. This hymn 
is based on Genesis 5:24, “And Enoch 
walked with God: and was not-for God 
took him.” 

Oh! for a closer walk with God, 

A calm and heavenly frame; 


A light to shine upon the road 
That leads me to the Lamb! 


The dearest idol I have known, 
Whate’er that idol be, 

Help me to tear it from Thy throne, 
And worship only Thee. 


Prayers Set to Music . 


Many hymns such as this used in de- 
votions are actually prayers set to music. 
These hymns prepare the believer for 
prayer by teaching him how and for 
what to pray. Or when he lacks his own 
words they serve not only as models, 
but as actual prayers. Later the hymn 
may prompt and lead the Christian to 
pray, using his own words. 

Lord,:I have shut the door, 
Speak now the word 


Which in the din and throng 
Could not be heard; 





= Headquarters: 297 Fourth Ave., New York 
10. Correspondence related to the Society's 
magazine, The Hymn, should be addressed to 
the Rev. George Litch Knight, West Side Pres- 
byterian Church, Ridgewood, N. J. 

2“*The Gospel in Hymns,” by Albert Edwami 
Bailey (Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York 17; 
1950; $6). 

&“The Hymnal 1940 Companion,” Leonard 
Webster Ellinwoad; ed. (The Church Pension 
Fund, 20 Exchange Pl., New York 5; 1949; 
$4.50. The Episcopal hymnal handbook). 


(Continued on pagé 1057) 
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A. Suevey’ of Religious: Life: and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





English theologian, thoroughly 

versed in the theological litera- 
ture of the Continent. He writes of his 
book, “The Unity of the Bible” (Carey 
Kingsgate Press, Ltd., 6 Southampton 
Row, London, WC 1, 15. shillings): 
“When the writer began his theological 
studies, it would have seemed a hazard- 
ous thing to announce a course of lec- 
tures on the unity of the Bible. .The 
predictive element in prophecy was ex- 
plained away, while the prophets were 
thought of as preachers of righteousness 
and moral reformers, rather than as men 
who, in any sense, pointed towards the 
Founder of Christianity.” 

But Dr. Rowley says “a change of 
climate has come over Biblical studies.” 

“Throughout the Old Testament we 
find that it looks beyond itself to a ful- 
fillment that lay in the future. In re- 
markable ways we find in the New 
Testament the -fulfillment of the an- 
ticipations-of the Old. If the anticipa- 
tions rested on the activity of the Spirit 
of God in man, and the fulfillment rep- 
resented the activity of God in history 
and experience, we have sufficient ex- 
planation of all. But if we wish to re- 
ject this explanation, we are’ hard put 
to it to find another which is more 
scientific and more satisfying. 

‘rg the anticipations had no basis but 
the false claim that men were the 
mouthpiece of God, their fulfillment be- 
comes a problem. There could have 
been no power in such self-deception 
to influence future events. 

“We find that Jesus believed that His 
life and death were of universal and 
enduring significance, and that in Him 
the fulfillment of many of the deepest 
hopes of the Old Testament was to be 
found. That His expectations have been 
realized in ways that would have seemed 
fantastic to many of His contemporaries 
who rejected His claims cannot be de- 
nied. 

“Once more, if we find the activity of 
God in Christ promised, and in the his- 
torical fulfillment, we have a sufficient 
explanation of all. But if we reject this, 
we find ourselves in difficulties. ... 
It is surely more in accordance with 
scientific method to adopt the one 
hypothesis that is sufficient.” 

Dr. Rowley holds to the Messianic in- 
terpretation of Isaiah 53. “Of no other 

*than Christ can the terms of the fourth 

Servant. Song be predicted with even 
remote relevance.” It is “a powerful 
link to bind the two Testaments ‘e 
gether, an important focal point of the 
unity of the Bible.” : 


D: H. H. ROWLEY is a very able 


‘ 


Senator Hendrickson’s Committee on 
Juvenile Delinquency has awakened the 
country to the extent of the circulation 
of evil, crime-provoking literature 
among young people. A responsible ob- 
server in Brazil writes me that unclean 
literature from the United States is hav- 
ing a corrupting influence on the study- 
ing youth in Brazil. Young Brazilian stu- 
dents are anxious to learn English, and 
find in the Woolworth dime stores inexpen- 
sive books published in New York which 
are of this type. These Woolworth stores 
are under American management and 
call themselves lojas Americanas. 

Among the series complained of are 
the Kangaroo novels. Could not a com- 
mittee of the National Association of 
Evangelicals examine these books and, 
if the complaints are justifiable (and 
extracts sent me certainly indicate this), 
bring influence on the Woolworth Cor- 
poration to end traffic in such literature, 
not only in Brazil but elsewhere? 

“Now to an actual case,” writes my 
informant. .“I have a boy come to my 
house twice a week to study English. 
He is a fine type, clear-eyed and up- 
right. I gave him a bilingual New Tes- 
tament and tracts. Later he came to me 
with the news that another interested 
boy wanted the same. 

“Today he came as usual, and brought 
a book with him. I have it before me. 
The boy opened it on the table, and 
naturally wanted to read the story.” 
Then the writer goes on to give exam- 
ples of its gross vulgarity, this book of 
the Bantam Series. “The book was 
given to my pupil, who wrote inside the 
flyleaf, ‘Ao amigo R. S. Reis, uma lem- 
branca de colego M. A. De Sousa (To 
friend, . in remembrance of col- 
lege).’” 

Why not appeal to President Eisen- 
hower /to order American consuls, not 
only in Brazil, but world over, to re- 
port on the extent to which our nation 
is being disgraced by these New York 
publishers and, evidence in hand, put a 
stop to the exportation of indecent lit- 
erature? 


Again the R.S.V.—The 1954 Annual 
Report of the American Bible Society 
reveals that nearly four per cent of the 
money spent in 1953 was for the R.S.V. 
(p. 32). On page 44 the statement is 
made that there were 913,303 Testa- 
ments and portions printed in the R.S.V. 
as well as 5,975 talking book records for 
the use of the blind. On page 84 the 
statement is made that there is a lull in 
demand for the R.S.V., but they think 
that the use of it'in Sunday school les- 
sons may result in larger purchases in 
1954! , . 
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By ERNEST GORDON 


In view of these facts, the Rev. and 
Mrs. Charles L. Campbell have addressed 
to many representatives of churches in 
the Advisory Council of the American 
Bible Society an open letter, in which 
they say: 

“Within the last year the Lord has 
worked in many places to set aside the 
R.S.V., and we thank Him. He has led 
a number of missionaries to refuse to 
use the R.S.V. and to protest against its 
publication by the Bible Society. 

“Two thousand eight hundred R.S.V. 
Gospels of Matthew in English, contain- 
ing that deadly note on Matthew 1:16, 
were sent to Korea, but, because of pro- 
tests, the last two thousand were re- 
called, and Dr. Mann wrote that the 
Bible Society has recalled all. Gospels 
with this footnote, not only from Korea 
but from everywhere, and that these 
will be converted into paper for other 
use and that the Society will never again 
circulate Gospels with that footnote. 
Thank God! 

“Some missionaries in Liberia have 
decided against the R.S.V., and the pro- 
posed diglots in Gio and Rassa were 
not printed. The four thousand copies 
of John in R.S.V. diglot that had already 
been sent to the field have been re- 
called. Thank God! 

“We continue to pray that the R.S.V. 
diglots in Tchien and Gbeapo, Liberian 
tribal languages, may also be rejected. 

“One of the saddest things is that the 
Bible Society has printed nine thousand 
copies of the whole New Testament in 
Spanish-English diglot, has sold them all, 
and is issuing a Second edition. May 
God lead our Spanish-speaking friends 
to reject this also. 

“We hope that, at the coming meeting 
of the Advisory Council, many will take 
a stand (in opposition), and refuse to 
endorse the work of the Society (in this 
matter).” - 


The late Mrs, Marguerite Doane was 
the daughter of the beloved hymn writer, 
William H. Doane who, to be noted in 
passing, was also a remarkable inventor 
with a hundred or more patents to his 
account. She was a Lady Bountiful to 
missions, having established at Ventnor, 
N. J., for example, a rest home with nine 
buildings containing a number of apart- 
ments for missionaries 9n furlough; also 
an evangelical loyalist who made large 
contributions to Eastern Baptist Semi- 
nary, established to take the place of 
recreant Crozer Seminary in the Chris- 
tian life of Pennsylvania, 


The Pioneers, an Irish total abstinence 
movement started by Father Cullen, has 
now a half million ‘members and’ is 
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established in schools, colleges, army, 
navy, police force, and civil service. It 
is growing rapidly, fifty-two thousand 
new members having been enlisted in 
1953. And it is also ,spreading among 
the Irish in England, Scotland, Australia, 
Four centers are reported in the United 
States. Baron van Kassenich, burgo- 
master of Maestricht, is recruiting mem- 
bers in Holland, and Father Van der 
Stelt in Belgium. 

Father Cullen devoted years to the 
Sisyphus work of reclaiming drunkards, 
but found that most of them did not 
want to take the pledge. The majority 
of those taking it were too weak to 
keep it. So he set to work to pledge 
men and women who needed no pledge 
themselves, but who would create an 
atmosphere hostile to drinking. The 
pledge is one of total abstinence. 

A parallel work is going on among 
children, and Irish teachers, both re- 
ligious and lay, are very keen to pro- 
mote it. The objectives are: (1) To 
strengthen observance of the Confirma- 
tion Pledge, taken by Irish Catholic 
children, to abstain until twenty-one. 
(2) To provide regular antialcohol in- 
struction for them. 

The Pioneer badge is seen on every 
side in present-day Ireland. Will the 
movement leap the Atlantic for the 
blessing of Irish-Americans? 


Other news from Ireland comes from 
Miss Eva Stuart Watt. After speaking of 
Bible colportage and evangelism in mar- 
ket places, she continues: 

“But above and beyond ~all these 
agencies, the Gospel Radio must be 
mentioned. Thousands of Irish Catholics 
are listening to the messages over the 
air from Radio Luxemburg and Monte 
Carlo. Dr. Fuller in ‘The Old Fashioned 
Revival Hour’ is becoming known almost 
nationwide. 

“A week or two ago four young Chris- 
tians were holding an open-air meeting 
in Dublin’s city center. When the lis- 
teners numbered about two hundred, 
a gir] playing a piano-accordion said to 
the crowd, ‘We are now going to sing 


* “Heavenly Sunshine,” and I want you 


all to join in.’ And they did: Imagine 
one of the main thoroughfares of a city 
like Dublin resounding with a song from 
Roman Catholic lips, ‘Heavenly sun- 
shine! Heavenly sunshine! Hallelujah! 
Jesus is mine,’ and that toward the end 
of the Marian Year, when every attempt 
has- been made to focus the people’s 
attention on ‘Mary the Mother of God’ 
as mediatrix between God and man and 
co-redeemer witheChrist for the world. 
Obviously the words had already become 
familiar through the radio. 

“A Roman Catholic servant in an 
Irish country mansion recently asked 
the daughter of the household if. she 
liked to listen to the radio. ‘I do,’ she 
replied. ‘Well, I hope ye'll turn it on 
of a Thursday night at 11 o'clock,’ he 
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rejoined, ‘and ye’ll hear what I call, 
miss, real Christianity,’ that is Dr. 
Fuller’s broadeast.” 

Miss Watt gives instances of changed 
attitude among the priests. She slip- 
ped into a little church in Roscom- 
mon. The priest was preaching on the 
Good Samaritan. This was his inter- 
pretation. “Jesus is the Good Samaritan, 
He alone can lift us up from where we 
have fallen and heal our wounds. As 
our Great High Priest in Heaven, it is 
He who pours into our sin-wounds the 
oil of His Holy Spirit and the wine of 
His sanctifying grace and binds us up 
and makes us well again. Though your 
sins be as scarlet they shall be white 
as snow; though they be red like crim- 
son, they shall be like wool.” 

“Significantly he made no reference to 
the Church and its sacraments, nor to 
Mary and the saints.” 


The Rev. Huron Williams is an 
Oneida Indian and an outstanding Bible 


‘teacher who is following up revival 


services with systematic instruction in 
Scripture. He also preaches over the 
radio for the American Indian Crusade. 
When speaking in English, large groups 
of Indians gather in hogans, houses, and 
tents to have the program interpreted to 
them. “ 

Mr. John Kearns writes from White 
River, on the Rosebud Reservation, 
South Dakota: “A few years ago we 
brought a little casket bearing the body 
of an Indian baby girl to the village for 
burial. It was a bitter cold day, and we 
were. amazed to find that the Roman 
priest had not so much as built a fire 
in the church for the funeral. As we 
sat with the bereaved ones with over- 
shoes and overcoat on, listening to the 
priest read Latin to bring comfort to 
the heartbroken family, our hearts were 
challenged with compassion for the peo- 
ple of the village.” So he moved in 
and is preaching the Gospel there. Many 
attending are Roman Catholics, hungry 
for the Word, and reading it diligently. 

Among the directors of the American 
Indian Crusade is Mr. Nate Scharff, a 
Hebrew-Christian businessman. 


Those who take their Christian faith 
seriously are apt to be tagged with 
Scornful names, which was the case with 
German Pietists. They evidently lived 
up to the name applied to them. In the 
library of the Higher Church’ Council 
of Karlsruhe has been found the fol- 
lowing account of their life and testi- 
mony. It was presented by a Church 
Councilor,.C. T. Wolf, to the General 
Synod of Baden in 1838, at a time when 
the Synod was meditating on taking 
measures to suppress “Pietism.” 

“There are many such, both men and 
women, whose hearts are full of warm 
love. to God and their Saviour. They 
are better acquainted with the content 
of, Holy Scripture than is usual, and 
read it diligently and with devotion. 
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They are deeply convinced of the truth 
and divinity of its teaching and hold 
fast to the faith without compromising. 
They are true members of the parishes 
to which they belong. The highest goal 
of their desires is to be more worthy 
of the honor and delight of God, and 
finally to partake of eternal life. 

“That this is their highest aim is © 
proved by their whole walk. They live 
not on the level of the world, but flee 
injustice and sin. Is there any praise 
or virtue, they seek it. Their hearts are 
full of love to neighbor, and it is their 
dearest joy to do them kindness, spir- 
itual or temporal. They rejoice with 
them that do rejoice and weep with 
them that weep. 

“Withdrawn from the world, they are 
unesteemed by it and only by accident 
does one learn to know, value, and love 
them. In their various relations with 
fellow men they are ever the same— 
calm, corftented, mild--and their devout 
and God-loving souls are mirrored in 
friendly gaze and quiet voieé: 

“By frivolous men of the ‘world, such 
Christians are often mockingly called 
‘Pietists. What Christian, “who has 
learned to know them, and has had near 
acquaintance with them, does not nour- 
ish in his heart the wish that all Chris- 
tians were Pietists?” (Almost a trans- 
lation into German of the Epistle of 
Diagnotus, in which the Christians of 
the second century in the Roman Em- 
pire are described.) 





The following notice appeared in the 
principal daily papers of Mexico City, 
September 28, 1954: 

“Increase in the Tariffs 
of the Catholic Church 

“Because of the devaluation of the 
Mexican peso, the Roman Catholic 
Church in Mexico has been obliged to 
increase the ecclesiastical tariffs 40 per 
cent, according to the circular sent by 
the Primate Archbishop Luis Maria Mar- 
tinez to all the churches of the different 
religious orders. 

“The new quotas of the tariff will come 
into force the first day of October next.” 

The Metropolitan Mitre (i.e., the Arch- 
bishop), addressing the priests, requests 
that they explain Clearly to the faithful 
that the divine sacraments are not of- 
fered for sale, but that their spontaneous 
gifts serve for the maintenance of wor- 
ship and of its ministers. The fee for 
ordinary Masses will be $10; wedding fee, 
$20; Gregorian Mass, $360; baptisms, $5. 

How it works. A poor woman’s baby 
in Chiapas was dying. She went to the 
parish priest for its baptism. He de- 
manded 75 cents. The mother went from 
door to door begging, and returned with 
50 cents. The priest refused to baptize 
the child unless fe received the full 
75 cents. The child died unbaptized, 
and the mother was heartbroken. Her 
child was consigned to perdition for lack 
of 25 cents! 
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Grace 


(Continued from second page) 


we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need” (Heb. 4:15, 16). 
Thus the Lord moves to the side of His 
hard-pressed servant seeking divine aid, 
and gives to him that seasonable help ex- 
actly suited to the need of the moment. 
That is grace. 


GRACE FOR VICTORY 
Holy Writ reveals that grace, the help 
of the Lord suited to the circumstance, 
is ever abundant (Rom. 5:15, 17, 20) and 
always sufficient to meet the need, how- 
éver great, in all its ramifications (2 
Cor. 3:5; 12:9). 


“He GiveTH More Grace” (Jas. 4:6) 

The Lord never tires of giving, and 
of coming to the assistance of His sorely 
tried people invoking His aid, again, and 
again, and again, praise Him! 

The late Miss Annie Johnson Flint of 
Clifton. Springs, U.S.A., fell a victim to 
rheumatoid arthritis. It grew worse and 
worse, and she became paralyzed. What 
a painful, mysteriou8 trial! She looked 
to the Lord and received grace, moment 


A Christmas Analysis 
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by moment, like the unceasing flow of 
water along a stream. She took the 
perfect but perplexing will of God (Psa. 
18:30; Rom. 12:2) not with resentment 
or rebellion, or even resignation, but 
with rejoicing; not with “sighing but 
with singing.” Her bedridden life was 
a testimony to the grace of God and 
to the God of all grace (1 Cor. 15:10; 1 
Pet. 5:10), which she expressed in these 
lovely verses: 
He giveth more. grace when the burdens 
grow greater, 
He sendeth more strength when the 


labors increase, ? 
To added affliction He addeth His mercy, 


To multiplied trials, His multiplied 
peace. 

When we have exhausted our store of 
eridurance, 


When our strength has failed ere the 
day is half done, 
When we reach the end of our hoarded 
resources, 
Our Father's full giving is only begun. 
His love has no limit, His grace has no 
measure, 
His power no boundary known unto 
men, 
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus 
He giveth and giveth and giveth again. 


O God, to us may grace be given to 
follow in this train. 2 


An activity checkup that can be employed after other special days also 


6c AS our Christmas season a suc- 

cess?” Every superintendent and 
teacher may well ask that question, 
“Was our Christmas season—the teach- 
ing, music, decorations, special programs, 
social activities, a success?” If not, why 
not? In many business houses a plan 
of checking up on the result and per- 


formance of any special event is em- ~ 


ployed, and it,offers to all Bible school 
workers an idea that may well be. fol- 
lowed. - 

Here is how the plan works. We will 
consider the Christmas season. Shortly 
after Christmas Sunday, either through 
the mail or by distribution on Sunday, 
each superintendent or person responsi- 
ble for the special activities of the 
month, receives a note reading some- 
thing like this: 

While Christmas activities are fresh in 
your minds, will you please jot down 
anything that will help us do a better 
job next Christmas? This will serve as a 
record for next year’s planning. Please 
hand this to the secretary or superin- 
tendent. ' 

May I thank you personally for your 
excellent service and the assistance you 
gave us during the Christmas period? 
These reports or comments are filed, 

and when it is time to start preparations 
for the next Christmas activities, they 
are. produced and.carefully studied. 
Perhaps it is at a regular staff meeting, 
or it may be that a planning committee 


takes over, aid i 





By ELIZABETH W. SUDLOW 


Point by point the criticisms are ana- 
lyzed. Did we start early enough to 
insure all hymns being well learned? 
Did we take too much time away from 
the lesson teaching? Did we select the 
right time for our big celebration? Did 
we present a program worthy of the 
sacred occasion? 

All these and many other points were 
discussed. Now, with an “on the scene” 
report to guide, it was possible to avoid 
many of the mistakes of the previous 
year. Had we only a faint memory of 
what had actually taken place to guide, 
then indeed there might not have been 
real help available. But here was the 
written report, given while everything 
was fresh in mind, 

This same plan ought to be followed 
after any special event. Try it for 
Mother’s Day, Children’s Day, Easter, 
Rally Day, or any other time. Do not 
neglect to make a full report on the 
Sunday school pienic or summer outing. 
The one great requisite is that the re- 
port be made out immediately following 
the special day, 

Another idea would be to get an ex- 
pression from the pupils themselves. 
In an informal discussion get the boys 
and girls to talk about the special ‘day, 
what our service meant to them; how 
it might have been improved, or wherein 
we failed. In one such discussion an 
Intermediate boy said he thought we 
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ought to do something for the old peo. 


ple of the church; get them out to pro- 
grams such as we had just had. A most 


constructive criticism. For Children’s 


Day a girl suggested we could make the 
auditorium moré beautiful if we used 
quantities of field daisies that were 
blooming at that season. All such com- 
ments were incorporated in the leader's 
report and were studied by the com- 
mittee in charge of the next special 
event. 

It pays to conduct such an analysis 
and helps avoid a repetition of the same 
error. Why not check up on your next 
special day program? 

MIAMI, F1a, 

we 


‘A Day of Prayer for Missions 


PF ye rmewe ay societies thag have co- 
operated in the New ‘Year’s day 
of united prayer for- missions beliéve 
that the first day of 1955 should find the 
children of God participating in another 
such program. 

Once again tlHose who have the bur- 
den of missions upon their hearts will 
assemble at the same place, the chapel 
of the Philadelphia Bible Institute, 1800 
Arch Street, for prayer. The purpose 
of this day of prayer is not to promote 
any organization or movement, but to 
unite in definite prayer intercession for 
the blessing of God upon His work dur- 
ing 1955. 

'. The situation in the world today gives 
clear indication that the forces con- 
trolled by Satan are at work all around 


us. Some attacks are very subtle indeed, 


even masquerading under the guise of 
Christianity, but ofttimes proclaiming 
“another gospel,” with sinister appeal, 
so that at times the very elect of God 


~ are misled. 


Believers are therefore urged, with 
prayerful concern, to meet with others 
to pray, to beseech God to overrule and 
prevail. A great example was given us 
all in the person of Epaphras, Paul's fel- 
low prisoner in Rome. Listen to the 
words of the beloved apostle in the clos- 
ing verses of his Letter to the Colossiang 
in chapter 4, verse 12: “Epaphras, who 
is. one of you, a servant of Christ, 
saluteth you, always labouring fervently 
for you in prayers, that ye may stand 
perfect and complete in all the will of 
God.” Can this be said of you—“always 
labouring fervently in prayer”? Come, 
Christian intercessor, pray for the stal- 
wart heroes of the Cross at work 
throughout the earth, that they may be 
“complete in all the will of God” and be 
sustained. 

Quarter hour periods will be given to 
special fields and missions. Representa- 
tives of these missions will be present 
merely to present some vital needs for 
prayer, and not for the purpose of bring- 


ing a message. At the opening of each. 


(Continued en page 1056) 
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mentalism is new, for. Modernism 

is old-fashioned unbelief in new 
clothes, while Fundamentalism ; com- 
prises the basic doctrines of “the faith 
which was once delivered unto the 
saints” (Jude 3). Unfortunately, some 
who were once glad to be called Funda- 
mentalists are ashamed of the name to- 
day, because of the words, actions, and 
attitudes of some who claim that name, 
But the root meaning of the word “Fun- 
damentalist” is one who stands for ¢he 
foundation doctrines of the Christian 
faith, and it is regrettable and confus- 
ing when some who are of the household 
of faith and who believe the 
whole Bible as the inspired 
word of God disclaim that 
name and turn against it. Mod- 
ernism may take on an extreme 
form, such as the blasphemous 
statements concerning Christ 
and the Virgin Mary made by 
Nels Ferre; or, in its milder 
forms, it includes those who 
deny the truth of any part of 
the Bible, 


It is rather strange that one 
of the clearest statements ever 
made of the radical differences 
between Modernism and Funda- 
mentalism was published many 
years ago in the Christian Cen- 
tury, “the most influential lib- 
eral religious journal in Amer- 
ica.” Said the Century: 


The God of the Fundamen- 
talists is one God; the God of 
the Modernists is another, The 
Christ of the Fundamentalists 
is one Christ; the Christ of 
Modernism is another. The 
Bible of Fundamentalism is 
one Bible; the Bible of Mod- 
ernism is another. 


This has been repeatedly 
quoted by Fundamentalists, and 
it is quoted again in a series 
of seven articles written for 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times by Roy L. 
Aldrich, A.B., Th.B., Th.M., Th.D., presi- 
dent of the Detroit Bible Institute. The 
theme of these articles is: 


The Final Apostasy Identified 


A study of the prophetic significance of , 
Modernism and Neo-Orthodoxy 


Twenty-four years ago (Aug. 30, 1930) 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times published an 
article by Dr, Aldrich entitled “Why Mod- 
ernism Is ‘The Apostasy.’” The article 
was later printed in tract form for wider 
distribution. The tract has been out of 


N eres Modernism nor Funda- 


‘ 


The F inal Apostasy Identified 


print for many years, but calls for it 
have continued to come. This interest 
in the tract encouraged Dr. Aldrich to 
revise and enlarge the original article, 
and his present series is the result. 

A number of Bible teachers approved 
and accepted the conclusion of the 
original article. Among them was Dr. 
Charles G. Trumbull, who was then 
Editor of THe Sunpay Scuoo. Times. 
Dr. Trumbull used the article as the 
basis for the chapter, “Is Modernism the 
Great Apostasy?” in his book, “Proph- 
ecy’s Light on Today.” 

Dr. Aldrich is both president and in- 
structor in Theology at the Detroit Bible 


Dr. Roy L. Aldrich 





Institute. He received his A.B, degree 
from Park College, Parkville, Mo., 1924; 
Th.B., Dallas Theological Seminary, 1927; 
Th.M., Dallas Theological Seminary, 
1927; Th.D., Dallas Theological Seminary, 
1942. He was pastor of the Exposition 
Park Presbyterian Church, Dallas, 1927- 
1930; pastor of the Central Presbyterian 
Church, Detroit, 1930-1945; and is the 
author of numerous tracts, booklets, and 
doctrinal articles. He is a member of 
the visiting faculty of Dallas Theological 
Seminary, 

The titles of Dr. Aldrich’s seven 
articles, which will begin in Tue Sunpay 
ScHoot Times, February 5, 1955, are as 

follows: 


The Sign of “The Apostasy” 


How To Identify “The Apostasy” 


The Fundamental Doctrine 
of Modernism 


A Brief History of Heresies 


Neo-Orthodoxy and Modernism 


Neo-Orthodoxy Based on 
Philosophy 


The Foolishness of Man's Wisdom 
and Conclusion 


An 18-week subscription for 
$1 (in Canada, $1.10, in U.S.A. 
dollars) will cover the entire 
series. This gives subscribers 
a good opportunity to make the 
paper known to their friends 
by sending them short-term 
subscriptions. 
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The Sunday School Times Company 


325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


| Gentlemen: : 
| Enclosed is $ for 
| Scnoot Times to be sent to the names 


and addresses on the attached sheet, 


Please begin these subscriptions with the Aldrich Series. 


| Name 
| Address 


395 N. ish ‘ The Sunday School Times Company ne Pe . m 


ee 


| 
. 18-week subscriptions to Tue Sunpay 7 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 26. THINKING REALISTICALLY ABOUT LIFE 


Ecclesiastes 1 to 5; 12; printed text, 1:2, 3, 13; 2:1, 18; 3:16, 4:1; 5:10-12, 12:1, 13, 14 


Golden Text.—Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, keep his commandments: for this is the whole 
duty of man.—Eccles. 1 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Eccles. 1:2 Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of 
vanities; all is vanity. 
3 What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh 
under the sun? 


13 And I, gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom 
concerning all things that are done under heaven: this sore 
travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised 


therewith. 


such as were oppressed, and they had no comforter; and on 
the side of their oppressors there was power; but they had 
no comforter. | 


Chap. 5:10 He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with 
silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this is 
also vanity. 

11 When goods increase, they are increased that eat them: 
and what good is there to the owners thereof, saving the 
beholding of them with their eyes? 

12 The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat 
little or much: but the abundance of the rich will not suffer 































is vanity. 


after me. 


righteousness, that iniquity was there. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
Book entitled Ecclesiastes is 
one of the most perplexing in the 
Bible: Some wonder why it should 
be in the Bible at all, while others have 
found it a.guide and strength in times 
of confusion and difficulty. 

The writer is definitely a believer in 
God, and, while he does not offer an 
explanation of life’s problems and dis- 
illusionments, he rests upon the just judg- 
ments of God, and finds in the fear of 
God (12:13) the only*hope of deliver- 
ance from despair. He does not actually 
expound the great philosophies of. the 
ancient world, but he presents their 
practical outworking, and shows that 
every path to which man turns, apart 
from God, ends in vanity—that is, empti- 
ness and futility. On the other hand, 
he does not offer the full-orbéd ethics 
nor the ‘high spirituality of the New 
Testament (for he was a man under the 
Law), yet he exposes the worthlessness 
of materialism, and prepares his readers 
for the fuller revelation. 

The title of Ecclesiastes does not name 
the author. It merely says, “The words 
of the Preacher, the son of David, king 
in Jerusalem.” Does the phrase, “king 
in Jerusalem,” refer to David, or to “the 
Preacher”? The answer is given in 







Chap, 2:1 I said in mine nem Go to now, I will prove thee 
with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: and, behold, this also 


18 Yea, I hated alll my ethene which I had idtiain under the 
sun: because I should leave it unto the man that shall be 


Chap. 3:16 And moreover -Y saw liner the sun the place 
of judgment, that wickedness was there; and the place of 


. & 


Chap. 4:1 So I returned, and considered all the oppres- 
sions that are done under the sun: and behold the tears of 


him to sleep. 


Chap. 12:1 Remember now thy thisdins in the days of thy 


youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw 


nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no — in them; 


13 Let us heii ites slits of the wiidis matter: Fear 


of man. 
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verse 12. That certainly refers to Solo- 
mon. In addition the unbroken Hebrew 
tradition points to Solomon. Hengen- 
stenberg and pthers argue that the works 
of Solomon have his name distinctly 
appended to them—Proverbs, Song of 
Songs, and Psalms 72 and 127. This, 
then, cannot be from Solomon since his 
actual name is not attached to it. Such 
an argument is not convincing. Many 
a man has written some things under 
his own name, and other documents 
under an official title. 

Others have argued on the basis of 
the language. One writer, Knobel, col- 
lected as many as ninety language forms 
that marked Ecclesiastes as belonging 
to a later era than that of Solomon. The 
critics, however, cannot agree on the 
period to which to assign the Book. Be- 
sides, many of these supposedly later 
forms have been traced back to dialects 
spoken in sections of Solomon’s ex- 
tensive realm. The content of the Book 
is surely in keeping with all that we 
know of the life of Solomon. In favor 
of the Solomonic authorship I should 
list the following: 

1. The title, which certainly suggests 
Solomon. 

2. The unbroken Hebrew. tradition. 

3. The content of the Book, reflecting 
so much the character and life of Sol- 
omon. ’ 

4. The inability of critics to agree dn 
another period for the Book. 


God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty 


14-For God shall bring every work into judgment, with 
every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Educatien. 


5. The ineffectiveness of the language 
argument, since many of the supposed 
later forms have been traced back to 
the era of Solomon. 


Verse by Verse 

Eccles, 1:2.—“Vanity of vanities, saith 
the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is 
vanity.” While verse 1 is the literary 
title of the book, this verse is the topical 
title. Vanity signifies emptiness, futility. 


Verse 3.—“What profit . . . under the 


.sun?” “Under the sun” is a vivid de- 


scription of the worldly life, the life 
which revolves around “things.” Do 
you sense the groan in-this verse? Hu- 
man labor, if confined to the earth plane, 
gives no enduring return. 


Verse 13.—“And I gave my heart to 

. - Search out ... all things that are 
done under heaven: this sore travail 
hath God given...” This is the philos- 
opher’s vefse. There is that in man 
which makes him want to know the 
reason for things, but apart from reve- 
lation the labor of his mind is as futile 
as the labor of his hands. 

Chap, 2:1.—“. . . I will prove thee with 
mirth . . . and, behold, this also ‘is 
vanity.” Pleasure may seem very light- 
hearted and carefree, but it ends in the 
same sense of frustration and failure. 

Verse 18.—“Yea, I hated all my labour 

. . because I should leave it .. .” Think 
of those. who have squandered fortunes 
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Lesson for December 26 


amassed by the hard work of their 
fathers. The man who worked for it 
did not enjoy it, and the man who got 
it without work did not know how to 
use it. 

Chap. 3:16—‘“. . . 
ment . . . iniquity was there.” Even 
courts of law witness the perversion of 
justice. The human sense of right fre- 
quently breaks before the hope of re- 
ward. 

Chap. 4:1—“. . . all the oppressions 
... they had no comforter; and on the 
side of their Oppressors ... power. , .” 
The oppressor has his supporters, hoping 
for a share of the spoil, but the op- 
pressed, being without means, is_ too 
often left to himself. Notice again that 
this condition is “under the sun.” , 

Chap. 5:10.—‘He that loveth silver 
shall not be satisfied with silver ... he 
that loveth abundance with increase .. .” 
It is not so much the sin of loving money 
that is here spoken of as the senseless- 
ness of it.. Men crave it, devote them- 
selves to its pursuit, yet it never adds 
to their happiness. 

Verse 11.—“When goods increase, they 
are increased that eat them: and what 
good . . . saving the beholding .. .” I 
think we would be justified in substi- 
tuting “devour” for “eat,” and it would 
be true in more than one respect. What 
is the use of seeing more, just to see 
it vanish? 

Verse 12.—“The sleep of a labouring 
man is.sweet ... but the abundance of 
the rich will not suffer him to sleep.” 
A good day’s work induces a good night’s 
sleep, but too much luxury, and indul- 
gence makes for insomnia. 

Chap. 12:1.—“Remember now thy Cre- 
ator in the days of thy youth, while the 
evil days come not...” The only way 
to escape the futility of the ways of the 
world is to begin right—begin with God. 
Then we shall not taste the bitterness of 
a frustrated old age, with hopeless death 
at the end. 

Verse 13.—“Let us hear the conclusion 
... Fear God, and keep his. command- 
ments ... the whole duty of man.” The 
Preacher has ended his discourse on the 
vanity of life lived on the worldly plane, 
and gives one last thought, pointing to 
life on the higher plane. While the 
word “duty” is not in the original, it 
gives the most satisfactory sense to the 
verse. 

Verse 14.—“For God shall bring every 
work into judgment . . .” God’s judg- 
ment is the final word. Therefore we 
must order our lives for His scrutiny, 
not for the pleasure of the moment. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

As we read through this Book of the 
Preacher, we ought to notice the re- 
currence of the two phrases, “under the 
sun,” and “vanity.” See how #they come 
together in 1:2, 3; This immediately in- 
dicates a connection, and that connec- 


the place of judg- - 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


12. December 19.—Glory to God in the 
Highest. 
Psalm 148; Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:1-20 
Next Week's Lesson 
1. January 2.—The Bible, the Source 
of Christian Teaching. John 20:31; 
Acts 8:26-38; 17:10-12; Romans 
15:4; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; Hebrews 
4:12; 2 Peter 1:16-21 








tion becomes clearer with repeated read- 
ings of the Book. So long as life is 
made up of, or centered in, things “un- 
der the sun,” life will be “vanity of 


* vanities” and “vexation of spirit.” Let 


this life “under the sun” take whatever 
form it will—labor, learning, or leisure 
—it will still prove empty and futile. 
Life must have a higher focus. Only 
when it centers in God can we be de- 
livered from the sense of uselessneSs 
and disillusion. That is exactly the mes- 
sage of Ecclesiastes. Its air of world- 
liness is precisely meant to lead us to 
that great conclusion. Such a Book 
Surely has a place in the Word of God. 
Its autobiographical character does not 
detract from its great lesson, but rather 
enforces it. Solomon tested worldly 
pleasure, worldly possessions, worldly 
wisdom, worldly power, worldly accom- 
plishments, and found the same element 
of despair in them all, the same frus- 
tration, the same lack of anything satis- 
fying, the same sense of insecurity. 
Notice, then, the various spheres of 
“vanity” included in our lesson. Hu- 
man labor is the first to be mentioned 
(1:3). We are reminded of the words of 
our Lord: “What shall it profit a man, 
if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36.) Next 
comes philosophy (Eccles. 1:13). There 
is something in man which craves an 
answer to the riddle of the universe. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT is the meaning of the word, 
“Ecclesiastes”? as 
2. Who is the Preacher referred to in 
this Book? 
3. What is the meaning of s«the word 
“vanity” as used in Ecclesiastes? 
4. What phrase indicates the poimt of 
view of the life described in Ecclesiastes? 
5. What is the proposition which this 
Book expounds? 
6. What method does Solomon use in 
presenting his theme? 
7. In what seven spheres is this vanity 
presented in our lesson? 
8. What cure does Solomon offer for 
the futility of life? 
9. In what respect does Ecclesiastes 
fall short of the New Testament? 
' 10. What other works of Solomon have 
we in the Bible? 
(Answers on page 1055) 
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Actually, it is man’s separation from 
God, and his sin, which have made the 
universe a riddle, and so long as men 
fail to begin their thinking with God, 
but confine it to “under the sun,” it 
will remain a riddle. Next in the list 
of vanities is pfeasure (2:1). Robert 
Burns has given his version of the futil- 
ity of mirth. 

But pleasures are like poppies spread, 

You seize the flower, its bloom is shed; 

Or like the snow falls on the river, 

A moment white, then melts forever; 

Or like the borealis race 

That flit e’er you can point their place. 
In 2:18 the “vanity” consists in having 
to leave all ghat one has labored to 
accumulate to one who has not earned it, 
and who is likely to be a fool, unworthy 
of the trust. “Even in the place where 
equity and justice should reign, the 
Preacher saw the cancer of wickedness 
(3:16). Human judgment, then, is van- 
ity. Linked to this was the stark fact 
that power and wickedness went to- 
gether, while the oppressed had none to 
help (4:1). Wealth also is vanity. Mul- 
tiplication of goods is only so much,more 
to look at, and there are always the 
more to envy it and devour it (5:10, 11). 

The only answer to all this vanity and 
vexation of spirit is getting above the 
sun, and beginning with God, in true 
piety and obedience (12:1, 13, 14). 


Outline of the Lesson 

Vanity under the sun: 
. Vanity of human toil (Eccles, 1:2, 3) 
. Vanity of human reason (1:13) 
Vanity of human pleasure (2:1). 
Vanity of human succession (2:18) 
. Vanity of human judgment (3:16) 
. Vanity of human injustice (4:1) 
. Vanity of human desire (5: 10-12) 
. Release. from vanity—God (12:1, 18, 

14) 
‘ 
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Topics for Development 

The Vicious Circle. The Preacher 
states his*proposition in chapter 1:2, 3. 
It is the vanity of human life, consid- 
ered from the purelygworldly point of 
view. His first demonstration of his 
thesis is what seems sto be the dead, 
monotonous round of things (vs. 4-7). 
If it is not a merry-go-round, the world 
is at least a go-round. Everything seems 
to land where it started. We get no- 
where. That surely is descriptive of 
the life of man apart from God, and 
every succeeding generation repeats the 
same fruitless round. But with God, 
while daily routine may be much the 
same, life takes on a purpose, a goal 
is established, and, by the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, we “press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil, 3:14). 

The Vanity of Lust. Men lust after 
many things. In the wilderness the 
Children of Israel lusted after flesh (Psa, 
106:14) and after the cucumbers and 
leeks and garlic of Egypt (Num, 11:5). 
What did their lusting gain for, them? 
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Even when they obtained what they 
wanted, it turned to calamity for them 
(Num. 11:33). Did you ever know a 
man who lusted after the things of this 
world to be satisfied when he got them? 
(Eccles. 5:10.) Whether it be money, or 
sport, or power, or fleghly indulgence, 
the hunger is never aSsuaged, nor the 
thirst quenched. Gratification only ag- 
gravates lust and makes it burn more 
fiercely. What vanity to harbor and in- 
dulge desires which, when granted, bring 
no satisfaction, no sense of attainment, 
but only fresh burning! 

Adding to the List. Every one of the 
vanities listed in the Outline could be 
made a topic for development. For in- 
stance, under “Vanity of human succes- 
sion” there could be a live discussion 
of the good or ill of inherited fortunes, 
large or small. -Outstanding examples 
which make the headlines could be cited, 
and some in the class (especially an adult 
class) might have interesting experi- 
ences to relate. Again, “Vanity of human 
reason” offers scope for class discussion, 
especially as our world seems about to 
reap the harvest of godless thinking. 


Practical Applications 

Without God, life is a meaningless 
round; with God, it is the path to the 
perfect day. 

Don’t trust your thoughts unless they 
have been brought into subjection “to 
the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5). 

Crucify your lusts, or they youty 
you (Gal, 5:24). 

The will to work is a better tchaitttehien 
than a vast fortune. 

Begin with God, and you will not end 
in despair. , 

Golden Text 

Eccles. 12: 13.—“Let us hear'the conclu- 
sion . . . Fear God, and keep his com- 
mandments ... the whole duty of man.” 
This advice may not sound very evan- 
gelical, but once a man gives himself 
to “fear God, and keep his command- 
ments,” he will learn that the first work 
which God demands is to “believe on 
him whom he hath sent” (John 6:29). 
The Gospel has not done away with the 
fear of the Lord and obedience. 

ELMu#uRsT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HyMNs 
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 
“Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult” 

“Saviour, While My Heart Is Tender” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, by whose guardian care we 
have reached this last Sunday of an- 
other year, we thank Thee for Thy 
mercies through all its days, and ask Thy 
pardon for all that has marred the year. 
As we ponder the portions of Scripture 
before us, make our study profitable. 
Give us wisdom to seek Thee early and 
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serve Thee always. Lead us into the 
good works Thou hast planned for us 
to do, helping us to put our best into 
them. Support and console all who suf- 
fer and those who are sad. Bless our 
homes with health and harmony, our 
church with spiritual prosperity and 
many won to Christ, our missionaries 
with success in their toil, and all Thy 
servants with victory and enlarged use- 
fulness in Thy service. Guide our rulers 
and our leaders in the way of wisdom. 
Spare the earth from the sway of the 
ungodly, and send a great spiritual 
awakening to Thy Church in every place 
through the year before us, for Christ’s 
sake and glory. Amen. 


After the Lesson.——When Solomon 
wrote in our lesson, “Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth,” 
he meant not to wait till you are old 
before you think of God, before you turn 
to Him and live for Him. We are to 
settle these things in our youth. Solo- 
mon’s earlier remarks in Ecclesiastes 
give us sound reason for bringing God 
into life early. He there shows us how 
unsatisfying all human activity can be 
when confined to things “under the sun,” 
that is, to earthly things. He who lives 
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for earth and self rather than for 
Heaven and God finally has to say, “All 
is vanity,” and confess the emptiness 
of life. Be wise and remember God in 
your youth, _ 

First, remember and seek God’s-for- 
giveness. We go astray early in life, 
and therefore we early need God’s par- 
don. Don’t let unforgiven sin pile up 
while you do nothing to get right with 
God. You may be cut off in your youth 
before you have found the Saviour. Or 
you may drift on down the years, grow- 





_IN YOUTH putas ® 
SEEK ‘ 
TO <=. GOD'S 


ing so hard and careless you never will 
seek God’s pardon. So, now, while your 
heart is tender, confess your sins to God 
and seek the pardon He gives freely for 
the sake of Christ. Then, next, remem- 
ber God’s requirements to keep them. 
He who forgives our sins also calls us 
to forsake them and obey Him. He gives 
us the Holy Spirit to incline us to obey, 
and many have in youth entered upon 
a life of obedience to God and have 
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never regretted it. Then, too, we are 
to remember God's Son to serve Him. 
He who died that we might be forgiven 
deserves the best service we can give 
Him. And the life lived for Christ is 
the richest, most satisfying life we can 
live. You don’t hear men like R. G. 
LeTourneau, the Christian industrialist, 
crying, “Vanity of vanities; all is van- 
ity.” Life is full, not empty, for people 
busy making time and strength tell for 
Christ and souls. The happiest people 
on earth are not living for things under 
the sun, but for Jesus Christ. Get in with 
that joyous crowd today by seeking the 
Lord, and then go on to serve Him 
ever afterward, 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Vanity of. vanities; all is vanity” 
(Eccles. 1:2).—So said King Solomon— 
a mnan blessed with a superabundance 
of wisdom, wealth, and leisure with 
which to try all that the world affords. 

The word “vanity,” which occurs 
thirty-three times in this Book, is used 
in the objective sense of emptiness, 
worthlessness, unprofitableness, useless- 
ness, and deceit. Such are all things 
when viewed apart from the Lord (1 
John 2:16). ‘ 

All things “under the sun” (an ex- 
pression found twenty-nine times in 
Ecclesiastes) are “not only vanity, but 
vanity of vanities, the vainest vanity, 
such a vanity as is the cause of a great 
deal of vanity” (Matthew Henry). 

The exhortation to all who are risen 
with Christ is to “seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God,” and to set 
their affection, or mind, “on things 
above, not on things on the earth” (Col. 
3:1, 2). 

Those who reject King Solomon’s ver- 
dict in this matter, and spend their lives 
seeking satisfaction in the things of the 
world, sooner or later, make the same 
confession. 

That brilliant courtier, Lord Chester- 
field, said: “I have enjoyed all the 
pleasures of the world, and I do not 
regret their loss. I have heen behind 
the scenes. I have seen all the coarse 
pulleys and dirty ropes which move the 
‘ gaudy machines; and I have seen and 
smelt the tallow candles which illumi- 
nate the whole decorations, to the as- 
tonishment of an ignorant audience.” 

Robert Pollock said of that poetic 
genius, Lord Byron: 

ee ais = 
Drank every cup of joy, 
trump 

Of fame, dranig éarly, deeply drank, drank 

draughts ~ 

That common‘ millions might 

quenched; then died 


heard every 


have 


Of thirst, because there was no more to 
drink. 
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The “greater than Solomon” said, “If 
any man thirst, let him come unto me 
and drink:” He freely gives living water 
which forever slakes the thirsfing soul 
(John 4:14). 

“What profit hath a man of all his 
labour ... under the sun?” (Eccles, 1:3). 
—After looking on all the works that his 
hands had wrought, and on the labor 
that he had labored to do, he answers 
his own question, “Behold, all was van- 
ity and vexation of spirit [or a striving 
after wind], and there was no profit un- 
der the sun” (2:11). 

One gifted youth said: “Lord, I have 
viewed this world over, in which Thou 
hast set me; I have tried how this and 
that thing will fit my spirit, and the 
design of my creation, and can find 
nothing on which to rest, for nothing 


* here doth itself rest; but such things as 


please me for a while in some degree, 
vanish and flee as shadows before me. 
Lo! I come to Thee—the eternal being— 
the spring of life—the center of rest— 
the stay of creation—the fullness of all 
things. I join myself to Thee; with Thee 
I will lead my life and spend my days, 
with whom I am to dwell forever, ex- 
pecting, when my little time is over, 
to be taken up into Thine own eternity.” 

“We gather that our word profit in- 
tends to convey to us the question, ‘After 
life is over, after man has given his 
labor, his time, his powers, and his 
talents, what has he received in ex- 
change that shall satisfy him for all that 
he has lost? Do the pleasures obtained 
during life fully compensate for what is 
spent in obtaining them? Do they sat- 
isfy? and do they remain to him as‘profit 
over and above that expenditure?” (F. C. 
Jennings.) . 

Our Lord’s answer to Solomon’s ques- 
tion is, “Whosoever will save his life 
shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose 
his life for my sake and the gospel’s, 
the same shall save it” (Mark 8:35). 


“...IT saw... the place of judgment, 
that wickedness was there...” (Eccles, 
3: 16).—Injustice on the part of those ap- 
pointed to administer justice is a shock- 
ing travesty. A newspaper editor said 
recently: “The grim story of Com- 
munist atrocity killings in Korea, and 
the false confessions wrung from pris- 
oners by the most ruthless and inhumane 
kinds of torture, must shock the con- 
science of the world—or at least that 
part of it which believes in human de- 
cency.” 

Dr. Charles Mayo, world-famous sur- 
geon and U.S. delegate to thé UN, said: 
“The total picture presented is one of 
human beings reduced to a status lower 
than that. of animals; filthy, full of lice, 
festered wounds full of maggots; their 
sickness regulated to a point just short 
of death; unshaven, without haircuts or 
haths for as much as a year; men in rags, 
é€xposed to- the elements; fed with care- 
fully measured minimum quantities and 
lowest quality of food and unsanitary 


‘ water, served often in rusty cans; iso- 
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lated, faced with squads of trained inter- 
rogators, bullied incessantly, deprived of 
sleep, and browbeaten into mental an- 
guish. . . . It was done for one single 
purpose, to make free men serve Com- 
munist ambitions.” 


“Remember now thy Creator .. .” 
(Eccles. 12:1)—A helpful way to re- 
member Him is to recall His prior claim 
on us and on our abilities, then confess 
our failure to \consider properly that 
claim. Recall, too, His perfect standard 
given us in the Ten Commandments; then 
confess how miserably we have failed 
to meet that standard. Recall, also, His 
perfect hatred of sin and the necessity 
of punishing it; then confess how thor- 
oughly we deserve His just judgment 
against our sins. 

Then recall His great love toward us, 
His all-sufficient sacrifice for us; His 
divinely simple way of salvation: “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved.” Place personal faith 
in Him, and own His lordship over your 
life and destiny. Then, constrained by 
His love, fear Him, that is, honor, re- 
spect, revere Him and keep His com- 
mandments; “His commandments are not 
grievous” (1 John 5:3). 

When to the cross I turn mine eyes, 

And rest on Calvary, 
O Lamb of God, my Sacrifice, 


I must remember Thee! 
—James Montgomery. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
w 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, here we are on the last 

Lord’s Day of the year, and it is 
a very good time to think “Realistically 
About Life,” as the title of our lesson 
suggests. Indeed, that is the wise thing 
to"do at any time, but it is peculiarly 
appropriate as we stand on the thres- 
hold of another year. And this leads to 
the question: Why not be realistic all 
the time? That is simply looking at the 
facts as they are, and as they boldly 
Stand out. Nothing could be more sensi- 
ble. The ostrich is.a very unrealistic 
bird, because it sticks its head in the 
sand and covers its eyes to take refuge 
from the coming storm. 

It is like resorting to a cigarette or a 
drink to “change stern realities into 
pleasant seemings,” to taunt you when 
the effect of the narcotic is worn off, 
and threaten you with lung cancer. Un- 
der such circumstances the change occurs 
in you for the worse; realities rermain 
the same, 

Fellows, you are entering a new era; 
had you thought of that? Your world 
will be very different from your father’s 
boyhood world: Dr. Luther Gable, a 
prominent nuclear physicist, addressing 
the’ Executive Club of Stockton, Calif., 
said: “This is year 11 A.A. (Atom Age), 


the dawn of a new scientific era which 
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will provide unlimited conveniences for 
mankind. But I must warn you that we 
are at the doorstep of the Battle of 
Armageddon if we do not succumb to 
a spiritual awakening.” You know, fel- 
lows, Armageddon is the battle which 
will take place at the coming of the Lord 
in glory; and there are many serious and 
thoughtful Bible-believing . Christians 
who think that present world conditions, 
according to prophecy, strongly indicate 
the near approach of that cataclysmic 
event. Of course no one can know when 
it will Gome, but we do know that the 
Lord Jesus said it would be sudden, and 
as unannounced as a thief in the night 
(1 Thess. 5:2). The Atomic Age may be a 
short one, for it brings with it a brand 
new set of fearfully destructive forces, 
capable of wiping out the world with a 
whiff, and these forces are in the hands 
of a cruel and unscrupulous enemy whose 
only reason for not making immediate use 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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of it is the fear that the backfire might 
destroy them, too. The possibilities for 
suffering and annihilation stagger the 
imagination. 

If ever there was a bunch of fellows 
in the world’s history who need to heed 
the warning and the challenge of Eccle- 
siastes 12:1, you fellows compose that 
bunch! “Remember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth, while the evil 
days come not, nor the years draw nigh, 
when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure 
in them” (Eccles. 12:1). 

Happy New Year, fellows. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


Wuat Is Lire Att Asout? 


FEW weeks ago we had a speaker 
at Teachers’ Institute who spoke on 
the very topic we have for our lesson 
this morning: “What Is Life All About?” 
This speaker told the teachers that the 
greatest trouble with America today is 
that the majority of people do not know 
what they are living for. They have 
no worth-while goal in life. He told us 
that the seven hundred and fifty students 
in a certain junior high school had been 
asked to write down what they thought 
was a worth-while goal in life. Most 
of the answers were either, “To have 
a good time,” or, “To get rich.” He 
said only seven out of the seven hun- 
dred and fifty answers were satisfactory! 
Before I tell you what the speaker 
considered a satisfactory answer, I want 
each of you girls to write down what 
you think makes life wérth living. We 
can take only three minutes for this, so 
you will have to make it short. 

Connie says, “Life is worth living 
when you let God into your life.” That’s 
right. I’m afraid the reason many peo- 
ple do not have a worth-while goal is 
that they have not let God into their 
lives. Karen says, “Life is worth living 
because the Lord Jesus died on the cross 
for us.” Yes, indeed! If Jesus had not 
died for us, life would not be worth 
living. It is what He did on the cross 
that makes it possible “to have God in 
our lives,” as Connie wrote. 

Mildred says, “While I’m on earth I 
want to serve the Lord and believe in 
Him, and after this life go to Heaven.” 
That’s a satisfactory goal, isn’t it? No 
goal is satisfactory unless it leads to 
eternity in Heaven. Mary says, “Life 
would be worth living if I could win a 
soul to Christ.” I remember feeling the 
very same as you, Mary, and it was not 
long after that that God let me win my 
first soul to Christ! I hope you'll have 
the same experience! Betty says, “Help- 
ing people to come to the Lord, and be- 
ing able to look back on.those we helped 
to know the Lord.” You are just right, 








Betty. I hope that when we reach 
Heaven, we may find people there who 
will say to us, “I’m here because you 
pointed me to Christ!” Then, indeed, 
our lives will have been worth living! 
Dixie says: “Life is worth living if we 
help other people to become Christians. 
We can help them when they are in 
trouble, and help them on to the right 
track, so they’ll know what they are 
living for.” That’s a good answer. I’m 
glad you included helping others in 
trouble. That’s one thing Christians 
should always be ready to do. Our God 
is called, “a very present help in trou- 
ble.” We want to be like Him, and be- 
Sides, often after we’ve helped someone 
in trouble she’ll be willing to listem to 
the Gospel and get saved, 

Each of you girls has given an answer 


-something like the one our Institute 


speaker gave as the best object in life. 
“To serve God, and our fellow man.” 
He did not go on to say that no one 
can serve God until he has been born 
again, which is true. But having been 
born again, serving God and helping 
others is certainly the highest goal. It 
gives this life meaning, and will make 
the next life even more wonderful. 

Our Scriptures for today’s lesson are 
all found in the Book of Ecclesiastes. 
This was written by King Solomon. 
Throughout this Book the wisest man 
who ever lived tells about his search for 
the most ,worth-while goal in life. Let’s 
read the first three verses of chapter 1. 
Here King Solomon is asking the same 
question as. to what is the purpose of 
life. Now read ‘verse 13. He thought 
learning about everything he could 
might be the best thing, but he found 
it hard work, and it did not satisfy his 
heart. 

Now read Ecclesiastes 2:1, 2. What 
did Solomon try next? (Mirth or pleas- 
ure.) Right. I think there are more 
people who are living for fun and pleas- 
ure today than for learning, but eventu- 
ally they will tire of it, as the King did. 

Next, Solomon tried laboring to get 
rich. Read Ecclesiastes 2:4-11. He 
worked hard at this. He ‘had more 
wisdom, ability, and opportunity to get 
wealth than anyone else who has ever 
lived, yet though he had enjoyed getting 
rich, he was not satisfied. He looked 
at all he had made and said the equiva- 
lent of, “So what?” Now read verse 
18 of the same chapter. Solomon real- 
ized that he would have to leave all his 
wealth when he left this world, and he 
might leave it to a fool rather than to 
someone who would make wise use of 
it. And I’m afraid that’s just what he 
did, for his son Rehoboam was not a 
wise man. 


Read Ecclesiastes 3:16 and 4:1. Solo- 


mon was. distressed at the wickedness 
and unkindness in the world. He could 
not entirely forget others in his pursuit 
of learning, pleasure, or riches. 


None 
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of those things helped any of the poor 
or oppressed people. They did not even 
satisfy him. 

Now look at Ecclesiastes 5:10-12. Here 
he decided finally that getting rich is 
not a worth-while goal. People who 
live for wealth are never satisfied. 
When they have all they need they still 
desire more, and often lose sleep fearing 
someone will get their riches away from 
them, 

Read, Ecclesiastes 12:1. How glad I 
am that you girls do remember your 
Creator in the days of your youth! I am 
glad when old people are saved, but they 
can never live long, worth-while lives 
as you can, because so much of their 
lives has already been wasted. Now 
read the last two verses of this Book. 
The life worth living is the one that 
fears God and obeys Him. To fear God 
does not mean to be afraid of Him, but 
to fear to displease Him. Those who 
love Him best are those who fear most 
to grieve Him. 

First John 3:23 gives us a command- 
ment of God which must be obeyed if 
we are to have worth-while lives. We 
must believe on the name of His Son 
Jesus Christ and love one another. Then 
we must go on studying the Word of 
God. It will tell us how best to serve 
Him and to help others. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Thinking About .God (Eccles. 12:1, 2, 13, 14) 


AME the four Books of poetry we 
have been studying this quarter. 
They are found in the middle part of the 
Bible. Which one is a Book of songs? 
Which one is a Book of rules? Which 
one is a Book about trouble? Which one 
is a Book of sermons? That is the one 
we look at today! The last sermon is 
especially for children and young peo- 
ple. It is a good New Year’s sermon! 
King Solomon probably did not preach 
his sermons in church. It was more like 
a lecture, or a class, or an assembly in 
school. How did Solomon come to be 
so wise that he should tell the people 
what was best in life? ,I have asked 
George to look that up and tell us about 
it (1 Kings 3:3-13). I wonder if you 
ask God to help you be wise in your 
school work. Carolyn will tell us what 
King Solomon talked about (4:29-33). 
Tom will tell who came to listen (4:34; 
10: 23-25). Sandra will tell us about one 
of the kings—no, this was a queen— 
who came (10:1-10). And do you know 
what? Solomon wrote down the very 


best things he had learned, so we folks 
way over here in America, nearly three 
thousand years later, can listen in, too! 

Here is his sermon for the boys and 
girls. While I read it, you‘listen and 
see if you can tell what' it means 
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(Eccles, 12:1, 2). Many of his sermons 
that are written down teil about things 
that we do that are a waste of time. 
But he ends wp all these sermons, both 
for grownups and boys and girls, by 
telling us what are the best things in life 
(read vs. 13, 14). Can you remember 
the three things that he said are most 
important in life? If not, look in the 
Bible (Eccles. 12:13, 14). (Honoring 
God, keeping His commandments, liv- 
ing so we will not be ashamed in the 
judgment.) “Remember now thy Crea- 
tor in the days of thy youth” (Eccles. 
12:1, Memory Verse). 

How shall we plan to remember our 
Creator, honor Him, obey Him, please 
Him, this coming year? Which ones will 
you try to do? ' Our ‘next Sunday school 
lessons will be just right to help us learn 
more about -Him and what to do. 

Let’s read again the magnificent. song 
of praise to the Creator which we read 
last Sunday. How would it sound if 
we all read it together aloud, but not 
too loud because of the other classes? 
(Psa. 148:1-3, 11-13.) Did you ever try 
to write a poem to praise or thank God? 
We could make one together, without 
any rhyme, like the, Bible ones. Maybe 
you will make one all your own at home 
this week. ° 

Ask the children to name things they 
are happy to have, and list them on the 
blackboard. Choose some appropriate 
words of praise or thanks. Rearrange 
and group similar items. The following 
is a spontaneous expression of a group 
of about ten children from Primary to 
Intermediate age and their teacher in a 
newly started rural Sunday school when 
we had a similar series of lessons on 
Psalms five years ago during the sum- 
mertime, 

Our PsaALM OF PRAISE 

For our fathers and mothers and homes, 

Praise ye the Lord. 

For His giving us our food and clothes, 

Praise ye the Lord. 

For the air we breathe, the sunshine and 
the rain, 

Praise ye the Lord. 

For our play in the daytime, and rest at 
night, 

Praise ye the Lord. 

For the health we enjoy, for the eyes that 
see and ears that hear, 

Praise ye the Lord. 

For the freedom which our country pro- 
vides, 

Praise ye the Lord. 

For God's loving care to all, 

Praise ye the Lord. 

“For Jesus who died on the cross to give 

us eternal life, 

Praise ye the Lord. 

—-Hudson Sunday School. 
Orono, MAINE. 
w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 


day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
© subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
- ments; for the’ writers of lesson articles, 
tand other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HIS is the day after Christmas. What 

an exciting time this has been! Some 
of us have seen grandmothers and grand- 
fathers that we had not seen for a long, 
long time. All of us have received 
many lovely gifts. It was really hard 
to put them away when we went to bed 
last night, wasn’t it? With all the fun 
and excitement that we had yesterday, 
there was one thing that should have 
been in our minds over and over and 
over again. What was that? Yes! It 
was the day which we set aside to honor 
the birth of the precious Lord Jesus 
—God’s own dear Son. 

You know, there have always been 
wise*men. There are many of them liv- 
ing today. At the time of the Lord 
Jesus’ birth there were Wise Men. You 
remember that they were wealthy men 
who were able to understand the Scrip- 
tures. Because they know the Scrip- 
tures and because they knew about the 
stars, they could tell that God’s own 
Son had been born because of the star 
that God revealed to them in the sky. 
So it was that the wealthy Wise Men 
traveled many, many miles for a long, 
long time. (Some think it was ‘for as 
long as two years!) Why? .Because they 
wanted to worship the Son of Ged and 
they wanted to bring their gifts to Him. 
Oh, how wise they were! 

Many long years before those Wise 
Men lived, there was another man who 
was very wise. As a matter of fact, we 
learned some time ago that the wise 
man, whose name was Solomon, was the 
wisest of all the men of his time. He 
did not always act wisely, however. 
That was why, at the end of his life, 
he gave a very important commandment 
that is meant for you and me. He said, 
“Remember now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth” (Eccles. 12:1). He knew 
well that boys and girls and young men 
and young women were apt to forget 
God and to live foolishly. That was 
what he himself had done. But, oh, how 
he regretted it! And how eager he is 
that all who should live after him would 
learn a good lesson from his experience! 

If only we could have wise King Solo- 
mon sitting right here in our class this 
morning! If he were here, he would 
probably lift each child up, on his lap 
one at a time. He would have a kindly 
face, I feel sure. What would he say to 
you if he were talking only to you? I 
think he might say something like this: 
“You are very young today. You are 
healthy, too. But, my child, no one can 

be sure how long he .has to live. Any 
of us can die at any time. God in 
Heaven who has given you this life is 
entitled to have the best of your days. 
And the best days of your life, you know, 
are when you are very young. Every 
day that you live without God is a day 
that is worthless. Love God, obey Him, 
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trust Him. There will come a day when 
God will judge everything you have ever 
done. Everything! And He will show 
then what is good and what is bad. 
Listen, child! Remember thy Creator 
today.” 

Surely if wise King Solomon were sit- 
ting here, and you could touch him— 
maybe even stroke his great white beard 
—if you could talk to him, I believe you 
might say, “What does it mean to obey 
God and to trust Him?” 

Well, since Solomon is not here, let 
me explain. God has given us, through 
His wonderful Word, the Bible, certain 
commands. He says, for example, “God- 
liness is profitable unto all things” (1 
Tim. 4:8). And this is a commandment 
(v. 11). Because we have received the 
Lord Jesus as our Saviour (and that, of 
course, is first and most important of 
all), then we are to obey God by living 
a life pleasing to God. 

We are to trust God, too. And that 
means, of course, that we are to read 
and believe and obey His Word, the 
Bible. All of the Scripture was given 
by Him (2 Tim. 3:16). And it is as we 
look into it and practice what He tells 
us there, that we are trusting Him. 

Not ‘Only are we to receive the Lord 
Jesus, live pleasing to God, and obey His 
Word, but it is extremely important that 
we work for Him (Titus 3:8). There 
is not one here this morning who is too 
small to work for God. When we do 
things that Mother and Daddy ask us 
* to do (like emptying the trash) and do 
them cheerfully so that we can please 
the Father in Heaven, that is doing good 
works. Telling the other children you 
play with that the Lord Jesus Christ 
died for them, asking them to believe 
that He is the Son of God, and inviting 
them to’ receive Him as their Saviour, 
is doing good works. 

Those who love God, who obey Him, 
who trust Him, who work for Him, are 
very wise men! 

LANCASTER, PA, 

we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, ‘The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
What Is My Duty to God?—The whole 

duty of man (Eccles. 12:13, Golden Text). 
The Church of England catechism says: 
“My duty towards God is to believe in 
him, to fear him, and to love him with 
all my heart, with all my mind, with all 
my soul, and with all my- strength; to 
worship him, to give him thanks, to put 
my whole trust-in him, to call upon him, 
to honour his holy name and his Word, 
and to serve him truly all the days of 
my life."—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 


Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Some Woes of the Wealthy.—What 
profit hath a man of all his labour? 
(Eccles. 1:3.) “I don’t see what good it 
does me—all this money that you say 
is mine. I can’t eat it; I can’t spend it 
—in fact, I never saw it and never had 
it in my hand for a moment. I dress no 
better than my private secretary, and 
cannot eat as much as my coachman.. I 
live in a big servants’ boarding house, 
am bothered to death by beggars, have 
dyspepsia, and most of my money is 
in the hands of others, who use it mainly 
for their own benefit—From Cornelius 
Vanderbilt. Sent by Nena T. Dickerson, 
Chillicothe, Il. - 


There May Be No Second Half.—I said 
in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove 
thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleas- 
ure: and, behoki, this also is vanity 
(Eccles. 2:1). A Welsh student said to 
a friend one day, “I have just finished 
setting out my plan of life. I have set 
it out in two parts, with an interval be- 
tween, just like a concert program. I 
have planned for an early retirement, so 
as to have plenty of time for traveling 
and enjoyment.” “Have you got re- 
ligion down on your program?” asked 
his friend, “Yes,” he answered, “but 
it does not come very soon. I have got 
that down just before the National An- 
them.” So many do that. They forget 
that many go out in the interval and 
never return. We must not put the 


“great things in the second half—there 


might be no second half. We must put 
ourselves right with God at the begin- 
ning, and then face life in His fear and 
strength—From the British Weekly. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


For the One Who Is Following.—Yea, 
I hated all my labour which I had taken 
under the sun: because I should leave 
it unto the man that shall be after me 
(Eccles. 2:18). Not so with the Chris- 
tian bridge builder. 

An old man traveling a long highway 

Came at evening, cold and gray, 

To a chasm deep and wide; 

The old man crossed in twilight dim 

For\ the sullen stream held no fear for 


He turned when reaching the other side 

And builded a bridge to span the tide. 

“Old man,” cried a fellow pilgrim near, 

“You are wasting your strength with your 
building here. 

Your journey will end with the ending 
day 

And you will never again pass this way« 

You have crossed the chasm deep and 
wide . 

Why build a bridge at eventide?” 

And the builder raised his old gray head: 

“There followeth after me today, 

Good friend, on the path I have come,” 
he said, 

“A youth, whose feet will pass this way. 

This stream, which has been naught to 


me, 
To that fair-haired boy may a pitfall be; 
He, too, must cross in twilight dim; 
Good friend, I’m butiding*this bridge for 
him.” ; 
—From Bible Friend. Sent by Mrs. Her- 
man L, Robertson, High Point, N. C. 


~ 1928, and more money promised on pay- 
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Thankful for Sleep.—The sleep of a 
labouring man is sweet, whether he eat 
little or much: but the abundance of 
the rich will not suffer him to sleep 
(Eccles, 5:12). At a midweek service, I 
received much blessing on hearing a 
workman, well known for his sincere 
Christian life, say: “Maybe it’s a bit 
unusual to give thanks in a meeting for 
the gift of sound sleep, but before I 
knew the Lord I didn’t sleep soundly, 
neither did I care how carelessly I did 
my day’s work. Life to me used to be 
getting all I could, and thanking nobody. 
Now, I praise God, life to me is a seri- 
ous business, and its chief end to glorify 
God. This, by His grace, I strive to do 
daily, and great peace and contentment 
it surely brings.”"—Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, Toronto, Can. 


No Need To Investigate the Rocks.— 
Remember now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth, while the evil days come 
not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou 
shalt say, I have no pleasure in them 
(Eccles. 12:1). “Have you studied Vol- 
taire, Tom Paine, Robert Ingersoll, or 
any of those fellows?” asked a friend of 
a Christian captain of a steamship. “No,” 
replied the captain. “Well, you should. 
You can’t fairly turn down their argu- 
ments until you have thoroughly inves- 
tigated for yourself,” argued the captain’s 
boyhood friend. “I’ve been captain of 
this ship for a long time, John,” re- 
turned the captain. “The chart that was 
given me early in my career pointed out 
the deep water that would carry the 
ship safely into port. As a young cap- 
tain I never considered it advisable to 
investigate the rocks; the experience I’ve 
known other chaps to have with the 
rocks has been sufficient warning for 
me. So, the Bible that I learned at my 
mother’s knee, in the old Sunday school, 
and from my pastor is my chart for the 
sea of life."—From the Log of the Good 
Ship Grace. Sent by M. Irene Jury, 
Glendale, Calif. Prize illustration. 


If Sins Were Listed on Billboards.— 
For God shall bring every. work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, 


. whether it be good, or whether it be evil 


(Eccles, 12:14). Tired of waiting for 
customers to pay up old bills, Clem Piz- 


‘zutelli, grocery, had this notice painted 


on a billboard: “On this bulletin board, 
30 days from now, will appear the names 
of all persons who are indebted to me 
for one year or more and who, after re- 
peated requests, refused to pay.” “I have 
tried repeatedly to collect,” he said, “and 
have been told that they were unable 
to pay, although they are able to build 
homes, drive cars, and have other things 
that I should have, if I had the money 
due me. I hope I don’t have to put any 
names on the board, but I won’t be put 
off any longer.” The first afternoon five 


‘customers made payment and soon 14 


more on accounts dating as far back as 
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day. If all sins were written on high- 
way billboards, more sinners would 
hasten to take advantage of God's for- 
giveness. But sins are recorded on God's 
books, and when those are opened at 
the judgment it will be too late to be 
forgiven. Now is the time to act.—From 
Good News Broadcaster. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1049) 

1. It is a Greek word, meaning, “one 
who calls an assembly,” and from that 
comes to mean “Preacher,” 

2. Solomon, (See Approach.) 

3. Not “pride,” but “emptiness, futil- 
ity.” 

4. “Under the sun.” 

5. That all that is “under the sun” 
leads to futility and disillusion. 

6. The autobiographical method. He 
speaks from experience. 

7. See Outline of the Lesson. 

8. Begin with God, and go on with 
God (Eccles. 12:1, 13, 14). 

9. It lacks the message of grace. Solo- 
mon was a man under the Law. His 
plea is not that of love, but of expedi- 
ency. 

10. Proverbs, Song of Songs, 
Psalms 72 and 127. 
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Children at Home 


At Grandmother's House 
By Laura Seiler 


T WAS Sunday night. Donald, snug 
in the four-poster bed in his grand- 
mother’s house, gazed curiously about 
the unfamiliar room. By the light of the 
full moon beaming through the four tall 
windows, the furniture, pictures, and 
fireplace were plainly outlined. Grand- 
mother’s house was big and old-fash- 
ioned. The high ceilings of the large 
rooms seemed twice as high to Donald 
as those in his distant Western home. 
When he got his first glimpse of Grand- 
mother’s house early on the morning 
of their arrival he said to Benjy, his 
little brother, “Look, Benjy, it’s as high 
as our courthouse.” And when Grand- 
mother led the way up the long, long 
stairway to their second-flood bedroom, 
Donald said, “Grandmother, we’ve never 
slept in a house with an upstairs before. 
,Our little bungalow is low and squat- 
like.”. . 
Grandmother laughed, and said there 
certainly was nothing squatlike about 
her house. “Go’ wash your hands and 
fa¢e and then ¢ome down to-breakfast,” 
shé told them. ! 
“I'll wash Benjy shining clean,” Don- 
; 1 uf 
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ald said. “I promised Mother I'd take 
good care of him. ° 

Grandmother gave the children a hur- 
ried breakfast and hustled Donald off 
to Sunday school with the boy next door. 

The Sunday school teacher talked to 
her class about prayer. She said, “The 
Lord is your dearest friend. Talk to 
Him as a friend and tell Him your 
thoughts as you would talk to your best 
friend. Tell Him your troubles and ask 
for His help when you need help.” 


Now alone in the big, stramge room | 


with Benjy, who was just a little curly 
haired toddler, Donald thought about what 
the Sunday school teacher had said. 
Benjy was already asleep, but before 
closing his eyes he had lisped the fa- 
miliar “Now I lay me down to sleep” 
bedtime prayer, and Donald had re- 
peated the Lord’s Prayer. 

Having forgotten to open a window, 
Donald tiptoed softly over to the corner 
window and raised it wide. Looking out 
into the clear, moonlit night, he leaned 
out and whistled softy to himself as he 
noted the distance to the ground. 

Back in bed, his thoughts returned to 
the Sunday school class. “I’ve never 
made a prayer of my own,” he said. “I 
don’t know whether I could.” 

Glancing around the big room he 
watched the long lace curtains of the 
corner window billowing in the breeze. 
Dreamily he gazed until his eyes became 
heavy with sleep. 

Donald awakened next morning when 
the first pale streaks of daylight 
streamed into the room instead of sleep- 
ing as usual until seven o’clock. Thrust- 
ing out his arm to pull the covers over 
Benjy, who was always kicking off the 
blankets, Donald discovered he was 
alone in the bed. Just as he was going 
to shout Benjy’s name, a movement by 
the corner window caught his eye, and 
he clapped his hand over his mouth. 

There was Benjy sitting in the window 
with his feet dangling on the outside, 
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BE A BETTER SUPERINTENDENT... 

USE THE 

SUPERINTENDENT'S GUIDE FOR 1955 


and home study ea 
prayer for each . 
pages for records * six 
other wonderful 

(based on Uniform International 
S. ssons) 


92 pages—pocket size—red flex- 
ible cover. 65 cents. 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 








CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 


Member Mission, L.F.M.A. 
Our ministry in India includes— 
NORTH AND SOUTH INDIA 
As the Lord provides, we lengthen our cords and 
strengthen our stakes. ‘ 
Address the Secretary-Treasurer 
542 South Dearborn Street Chicago 5, Illinois 

















Singing as you 
like it—a fresh new series of gospel 
songs compiled by John Peterson, 
composer of ** the Sunset 
Mountains,”’ “it Took a Miracle” 
and other song sand choruses. 


: Melody-aire Series—Low Voice No. 1 
featuring “‘No One Understands 
Like Jesus’ and other songs 60¢ 


Melody-aire Series—Solos and } 
Duets No. 1 featuring “Over the 

Sunset Mountains” and other 60¢ 
songs 


Melted sive Soriee—Charuues 
oO. eaturing “‘Lord o 35¢ 
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BROADMAN 
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1955 





By E. F. Haight. A commentary on 
fifty-two . interest-provoking, Bible- 
centered Uniform Sunday school les- 
sons for 1955. All are based on 
sound scholarship, but are never 
technical. For each lesson there is a 
brief teaching outline, notes on the 
lesson passages, lesson interpretation, 
and emphasis on applying the lesson 
to life. $2.50 


For. the Bible student: 


POINTS FOR 
EMPHASIS © 
1955 


By Clifton J. Allen. Popular vest- 
pocket commentary on the Interna- 
tional Uniform lessons for the Sunday 
school. Each lesson is presented in a 
concise and appealing form. Contains 
helpful, analytical, and explanatory 
notes. 75¢ 





At all booksellers 
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swaying back and forth as if he were 
in a rocking chair. Any moment he 
might lose his balance and go hurtling 
to the ground. Donald was so fright- 
ened he didn’t know what to do. He 
had promised Mother to take good care 
of his little brother. He must do some- 
thing.. So he prayed softly, “Lord Jesus, 
help me to save Benjy from falling out 
of the window.” 

Sliding quietly out of bed, Donald 
crept over toward the window. His 
bare feet on the thick carpet made no 
noise at all as he came closer to the 
window. If Benjy should hear sounds 
behind him and turn, he probably would 
fall, Donald knew. Then Benjy leaned 
far out, and Donald almost cried out 
with fright. But Benjy regained his 
balance, and Donald kept on praying, 
“Save Benjy, dear Lord.” 

It seemed like a long time to Donald 
until he got to the window, although it 
was only a minute or so. Gently putting 
his arms around his little brother’s waist 
and speaking soothingly, he drew the 
squirming child safely back into the 
room and put him into bed. 

Then Donald closed the window and 
shoved back the chair Benjy had used to 
climb up to the window silk 

In bed once more, Donald whispered 
softly, “Dear Lord Jesus, I thank You 
—so much. I guess now I know how 
to talk to You like the Sunday school 
teacher said.” 


WasuincTon, D. C. 
Ww 


A Day of Prayer for Missions 
(Continued from page 1046) 


of the three’ sessions there will be a 
brief message by the chairman of the 
period, on the subject of prayer, with 
reminders from the Word of God. Some 
may be able to spend the entire day, 
in which case meals may be obtained at 
near-by restaurants. Some may be able 
to attend only one or two of the periods. 
We pray that you will share with us in 
this fine way to begin the New Year. 
—In the fellowship of the Gospel, the 
Committee. 


THE PROGRAM 
General Chairman—Dr. William A. 
Mierop 
10.00 Chairman—The Rev. Howard W. 
Oursler 


10.15 Orinoco River Mission 
10.30 American Sunday-School Union 
10.45 Jewish Missions 
11.00 Africa Inland Mission 
11.15 Bible Club Movement 
11.30 North Africa Mission 
11.45. Scripture Gift Mission 
12.00 Belgian Gospel Mission 
12.15 World-Wide Evangelistic Crusade 
12.30 Pioneer Mission Agency 
Noon recess 
2.30 to 4.45 
2.30 Chairman—The Rev. 
Bustard 
2.45 European Evangelistic Crusade 


Edwin A: 
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3.00 West Indies Mission 

3.15 Pocket Test2>ment League 

3.30 Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 

3.45 China Inland Mission 

4.00 Mexican Indian Mission 

4.15 Ramabai Mukti Mission 

4.30 Missions, Rescue, Radio & Television 

Evening recess 

7 to 9.15 

7.00 Chairman—The Rev. George Mun- 
dell 

7.15 Child Evangelism 

7.30 Christian Education, 
and others 

7.45 Unevangelized Fields Mission 

8.00 Association of Baptists for World 
Evangelism 

8.15 Women’s Union Missionary Society 
of America 

8.30 Gospel Furthering Fellowship 

8.45 Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions 

9.00 Regions Beyond Missionary Union 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 


Publications, 








The Consum‘ng Fire. By Oswald J. 
Smith. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $2.) The ten chapters 
of this book were originally ten lectures 
delivered by the author at Bob Jones 
University in 1953. The qua‘ifications for 
evangelism, the difference between 
evangelism and revivel, methods and 
the message of evangelism, and some 
practical lessons, are enthusiastically 
presented and discussed in simple, 
straightforward, searching language. Dr. 
Smith, himself a successful evangelist 
and pastor, speaks with glowing heart 
from a knowledge of the Scriptures and 
from wide experience. A ministry that 
sincerely seeks the glory of God and the 
salvation of souls by the fervent preach- 
ing of the Gospel of Christ, that is hum- 
bly and wholly dependent on the Holy 
Spirit and prayer, that is ever guided 


’ by and founded upon the Word of God, 


is shown to be the ministry that God 
wants, that the world needs, and that a 
man must have if he is to be truly suc- 
cessful as a soul-winner. These pages 
are full of the warmth of a Holy Spirit- 
inspired zeal that has already enkindled 
a flame in the lives of many who have. 
heard Dr. Smith preach, and that will 
be used of’ God to produce in still others 
a consuming evangelistic fire. 


Smoke-Eater. By Carl Henry Rathjen. 
(Dodd, Mead & Co., New York 16; $2.50.) 
Steve Dawson wanted more than any- 
thing else to become a fireman like his 
father. But a false alarm, sent in by 
Steve’s pal, Randy, resulted in collision 
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for Engine 8 and the death of Captain 
Dawson. When, however, both boys 
were finally accepted as “bop” proba- 
tioners, all sorts of obstacles marched 
into Steve’s life. He was accused of 
arson, he was Overcome by nausea while 
handling the sticky bodies of fire vic- 
tims, he was socked in the.jaw for bawl- 
ing out a smoker beside a gas-leaking 
bus, he failed to grease the firemen’s pole 
all the way down, and he bogged the 
engine’s swift get-away by letting a joker 
pin up his turn-out pants. At last at.a 
smoky office fire, Randy impulsively 
knocked in a cold stockroom door, and 
the unburned gas exploded into bursting 
flame. 

Days later when Steve came back to 
consciousness, he wondered why it was 
that everybody fouled up his progress. 
How much more could he take—espe- 
cially from Randy? For the doctor had 
turned thumbs down on his ever again 
rolling out with the erffines. Having 
therefore been transferred to the Alarm 
Bureau office, Steve found himself once 
again rasped into fury by the dour 
deputy chief. Then a gale wind smacked 
up so many fires at once that every mem- 
ber of the force became a hero. And 
even office-chair Steve was given at last 
a clear view of his many misjudgments 
and the heartaches they had caused. 

A swift-action character story which 
teaches, without seeming to do so, a 
number of fire prevention rules. 


Music in the Christian Home 
(Continued from page 1043) 


Hushed now my inner heart, 
Whisper Thy will, 

While I have come apart, e 
While all is still. 


—Words and music by William M. Runyan, 
No. 299 in “Tabernacle Hymns Number 
Four.” (Tabernacle Pub. Co., Chicago 44.) 
Such hymns set the mood for a closer 

private fellowship with God, while others 

petition for many different things, such 
as peace, guidance, loyalty and courage, 
assurance, trust, comfort, salvation of 
sinners, and consecration of Christians. 

Some, such as grace before meals, offer 

prayers of thanksgiving to the Lord. 
There are prayer hymns for seasons 

of the year and even for different times 
of the day. Thomas Ken wrote “Awake, 
my soul, and with the sun” for the boys 
of Winchester College, with the recom- 
mendation that they “be sure to sing the 
morning and evening hymns in your 
chamber devoutly, remembering that the 
psalmist upon happy experience assures 
you that it is a good thing to tell of the 
loving-kindness of the Lord early in the 
morning and of His truth in the night 
season.” 


Direct, control, suggest this day, 

All I design, or do, or say; 

That all my powers, with all their might, 
In Thy sole glory may unite, 
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And to close the day Ken wrote: 
O may my soul on Thee repose, 
And with sweet sleep mine eyelids close; 
Sleep that may me more vigorous make 
To serve my God when I awake. 
Another devotional use of the hymn- 
book that many overlook is the vast 
store of praise songs. Bishop Ken con- 
cluded his morning and evening hymns 
with a stanza that we use separately 
and call the “Doxology.” This, or sim- 
ilar songs of praise, can well be used 
to end dur daily devotions. 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
, Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 
Amen. 
CoLoma, MIcH. 


ye 
Christmas Services 


For Your Sunday School 


WO Christmas services for the Sun- 

day school, by Mary Brainerd Smith, 
have been reprinted and will be avail- 
able for use by busy superintendents 
and teachers in their Sunday schools 
this year. They are, “Make His Praise 
Glorious” and “The Light That Dawned 
at Christmas.” Both are in’ the con- 
venient folder form, with appropriate 
responsive Scripture readings, and with 
hymns and recitations for the various 
departmental groups, as well as hymns 
for the entire school. The hymns are 
set to familiar hymn tunes, and thus no 
long drilling of the school in special 
Christmas music is needed. 


An ample supply of both of these serv- 
ices is available, so that you merely have 
to indicate your preference. The cost 
is a modest one. You may have either 
service at 35 cents a dozen, or $2.50 a 
hundred. Please address The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia 5, indicating the 
service you prefer. 


" 
The- Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 26 


Right Turn Ahead! 
(Phil. 3:13, 14) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
* Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
N= long ago, the newspapers re- 
ported an automobile accident in 
which two young men were badly in- 
jured and their automobile was wrecked. 
When questioned as to what had hap- 
pened, the young man who was driving 
said that a moving object had appeared 
suddenly in the road ahead. He, saw it, 
and might have been able to avoid it 
safely, but his companion, who also saw 
the danger, without a word, had seized 
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Favorite Commentary 


on the International Sunday 
School Lessons 


Personalized at no additional cost. 


We will put the name you select in Gold 
Letters on the front cover of your 


favorite commentary and mail & stpaid 
to you at publisher’s price. (Additional 
Postage is charged outside of = United 
States.) 
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Wheaton College 


“ANNUITY 
PLAN 


YOUR MONEY WORKS FOR YOU 
AND YOURS... 


Providing a safe, génerous income not 
only for your lifetime, but also that of 
your survivor. The Wheaton Plan, in 
effect for more than 50 years, has never 
missed a single payment to an annuitant 
in spite of periodic adverse world con- 
ditions. 










YOUR MONEY WORKS FOR CHRIST 
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ing in the training of hundreds of work- 
ers and leaders for varied phases of 
Christian service in a day when they are 
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he Write for Free Booklet Today 
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@ Strong’s makes 
Bible study more thor- 
ough, more conven- 
ient, more rewarding. 
It lists alphabetically 
every word, in every 
passage in which it oc- 
curs. With only one key 
word, you can quickly 
and easily find the pas- 
sage you seek. 


“e Strong’s is a basic 
library of four complete 
s— 


Main Concordance 

Comparative Con- 
cordance ' 

Hebrew and Chaldee 
Dictionary 

Greek Dictionary 


@ Strong’s is a life- 
time possession for 
everyday use—an essen- 
tial tool for every min- 
ister, student, teacher, 
every Bible reader. 
1809 Paces 9x12 INCHES 

$11.50 

Thumb Indexed, $12.75 


At ‘All Bookstores . . . 
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the wheel and turned it and then, not 
being able fully to control it, had steered 
the car off the road into a deep ditch. 
we 
Most of us know, even though we have 
never had such an experience as this, 
that it does not pay to have two sets of 
hands on the wheel of a car when we 
are driving along the road. Yet do we 
not very foolishly sometimes try to drive 
along the road of life in just such a 
manner? We give mental assent to the 
clear teaching in God’s Word that He 
has a plan for our lives (Eph. 2:10), in 
which plan alone we can find the best 
that God has for us, and yet we insist 
on injecting and following our own 
plans, and then wonder why mishaps 
occur. 
: ve 
We are quite willing to assent to the 
Bible truth that “in me (that is, in my 
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to 
will is present with me; but how to per- 
form that which is good I find not” (Rom. 
7:18), and we see the reasonableness of 
the truth that, “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me” 
(Phil. 4:13), and yet we go on striving 
in our dwn self-effort, striving to do 
God’s will, never reaching that walk 
in the Spirit that makes us free from 
the law of sin and death (Rom. 8:2, 3). 
ye 
Has not the time come for each of us 
to take our hands off the wheel of -our 
lives and let the Lord Jesus run them 
as He wants to do and as He alone can 
do safely and certainly? Perhaps we 
have before made “New Year’s resolu- 
tions,” but shall we not make the begin- 
ning of the new year that is ahead a time 
of quiet committal to the Lord Jesus, 
telling Him that we are weary and dis- 
heartened with running our own lives, 
and are willing to let Him run them 
for us? 
3 
The fact that, as our topic suggests, 
there is a right turn ahead also indi- 
cates that there may be a wrong turn 
ahead—the wrong turn of self-ambition, 
or self-indulgence, or self-sufficiency, or 
self-gratification. We need the clear 
vision or discernment that comes from 
God through prayer and the reading of 
His Word to make the decisions of His 
choice and that He can bless in the days 
ahead. Read again Solomon’s prayer for 
wisdom in 1 Kings 3:7-9, and make this 
your prayer for the coming year. 
ve 
There is a further thought about driv- 
ing a car that we can see from the Scrip- 
ture verses from Philippians 3, chosen 
for this week's topic. Paul speaks of 
“forgetting those things which are be- 
hind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before.” - Doubtless you 
have glarniced many times at the rear- 
view ‘mirfor in driving a car, in order 
to see whether or not a car was about 
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to:pass you from the rear. However, it 
does not take very much ifmagination to 
figure out what would occur if you kept 
your eyes constantly fixed on- the rear- 
view mirror instead of on the roadway 
ahead. 

There are certain things in the past 
in one’s life from which valuable. les- 
sons may be learned, but it is fatal to 
dwell upon the past, either to take sat- 
isfaction out of accomplishments or to 
bemoan mistakes. Paul saw clearly that 
the goal ahead was the only important 
thing, and he used the simile of a run- 
ner in a foot race, stretching forward 
with complete disregard of the course 
behind him in order that he might cross 
that finish line at the earliest possible 
moment and gain the prize of the calling 
of God which is from above. As he puts 
it earlier in thig same third chapter of 
Philippians: “That I may apprehend that * 
for which also I am apprehended of 
Christ Jesus@ (v. 12). He: wanted to 
grasp, or to lay hold upon, that for which 
Christ had laid hold upon him. 

ye 

Many problems and questidns will be 
simplified .in our own individual lives 
and also in the life of our young people’s 
organization if we can clearly under- 
stand the basic reasons why we exist 
and then press toward the achievement 
of these ends. Why is it that the Lord 
Jesus came to redeem us, and has 
brought us into a knowledge of God 
through Himself and through His Word? 
Whg is it that we have a young people’s 
society? What has it been organized for, 
and what is its reason for existing? Many 
unnecessary trappings will fall away, or 
will be relegated to their proper places 
of lesser ‘importance, if we can fix our 
minds and hearts on what God really 
wants of us, and then, with the persis- 
tence and perseverance that comes from 
Him, stretch forward. to accomplish by 
His grace that for which He has de- 
signed us and chosen us. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued’ by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 20 to 26 


Mon.—Ecclesiastes 1:1-11. 
A Feeling of Frustration. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Vanity of van- 
ities; all is vanity.” In this world there 
is a great clashing of plans. Soon it 
begins to dawn upon us that the sphere 
of life here is definitely limited. We 
discover that our programs are likgly 
to be interrupted, and frustration is ex- 
perienced: We sooner or later run smack 
up against the shortness of time, the 
certainty .of providence, and the frailty 
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of nature. Our safest course through 
life is to bow to the will of God. Pray 
that you may have the grit of faith to 
say, “The will of the Lord be done.” 


Tues.—Ecclesiastes 1:12-18. 
Knowledge Is Not Enough. 
Prayer Succestions: “And I gave my 
heart to know wisdom .. . T perceived 
that this also is vexation of spirit.” The 
more we know, the more we sorrow. 
A king feels the calamity to the nation 
more than a citizen. A surgeon has more 
awareness of course and consequences of 
disease than his patient. Learning 
usually adds much grief. More than 
wisdom and knowledge is necessary. We 
all know better than we do. Knowl- 
edge without the saving grace of God 
can be a calamity. Happy will we be 
if we do the will of God. Pray for your 
unsaved loved ones, 


Wed.—Ecclesiastes 2:1-11. 

‘ Dissatisfied With Pleasure. 
PraYeR Succestions: “I said of laugh- 

ter, It is mad: and of mirth, What doeth 

“it?” Worldly pleasures ultimately - lose 
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their charms. Sports soon weary sports- 
men. The soul cannot be satisfied with 
things temporal. We were made for 
God and eternity. We cannot be satis- 
fied with transient joys. Only those 
who have had a drink of the water of 
life from the river of God know real 
pleasure. Have you ever sipped of the 
river of divine pleasure? Pray to know 
more of the sacred sweets of the endur- 
ing Kingdom of God. 


Thurs.—Ecclesiastes 2:1223. 
Weary of Working. 
Prayer Succestions: “I hated all my 
labour which I had taken under the sun: 
because I should leave it unto the man 
that shall be after me.” Abiding satis- 
faction from labor is impossible. All 
things are in transition. They pass from 
our hands to others. We build, occupy, 
enjoy for a few years our pleasant 
homes, but soon we bid them a final 
farewell. That which follows our last 
breath is all-important. Pray for more 
awareness of:your life’s brevity, and of 
the immensity of eternity. 


Fri.—Ecclesiastes 3:1-15. 
Right Action at the Right Time. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “To every thing 
there is a season, and a time to every 
purpose under the heaven.” There are 
seasons for experiences. Actions of life 
have an exact time. To know where to 
go and what to do under the circum- 
stances of life is not within our ken. 
How safe to have God as guard and 
guide. Pray for willingness to let God 
have your life. 


Sat.—Zechariah 9:9, 10. 
The Prince of Peace. 
Prayer Succestions: “He shall speak 
peace unto the heathen: and his do- 
minion shall be -from.sea even to sea, 
and from the river even to the ends of 
the earth.” The Lord Jesus who 
wrought for us our salvation must also 
accomplish righteousness in this world. 
We must await His second advent for 
this, as men awaited the first advent 
for atonement for sin. The hand of the 
Lord must effect what finite powers can- 
not accomplish. Hail, blessed Prince of 
Peace! Come, “desire of all nations.” 
Pray for the return of Christ. 


Sun.—Job 28:20-28. 
The Fear of the Lord. 
Prayer Succestions: “The fear of the 
Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from 
evil is understanding.” All have good 
reason to be humble and exhibit mod- 
esty before the God of Heaven and 
earth. ._Reverence is the very spirit of 


’ the “fear” mentioned in our text. Have 


‘you due regard for God? Do you stand 
-in awe of His majesty and power? The 
“thought of your future meeting Him in 
! judgment should produce in your. soul 
~the fruit of:the “fear” that evidences 
‘wisdom. Pray for more awe of God in 
‘ your life and family. 
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Give Christian Comics 


for Christmas! 


Try our Chri suggestion for the 
youngsters this year. “Christian 
Comics” is only one feature in My 
Chum, monthly Christian magazine 
for boys and girls from 4 to 14. It’s 
chock full of Christ-centered stories, 
too. Give your children good Chris- 
tian literature. $3 per year, $7.50 for 
three years. Ordertoday! Offer ends 
December 31, 1954. 
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Only by the support and contributions from 
ALL Christians can we maintain our estab- 
lished missions in the United States, Europe, 
and the Holy Land, and our unique OR- 
PHANAGE in Haifa. 

HELP US to carry on the work of CHRIST 
amongst these hungry and needy children. 
WITH YOUR HELP they are being trans- 
formed out of misery into happiness and 
health—loving their Lord and Saviour. 


SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TODAY 
Address all communications to: 
The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 


252 N. Dillon Street Dept. ST Los Angeles 26, Calif. 


This mission for over half a century has been en- 
dorsed by Christian leaders in the United States 
and Europe. 
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Heartache at Christmas 








HE touch of Christmas was in the air, but on 
the outskirts of a German city, we found a 
bleak and desolate site, barren of any evi- 

dence that it was Christmas Day. It was heartache 
at Christmas for the refugees who crowded the 
boxlike wooden structures which stood, row after 
row, with windows that looked out upon an unjust 
world with a blank stare. It was a typical refugee 
camp, the only home for tens of thousands of 
lonely, neglected and forgotten people; and some- 
how, especially at Christmas, 
it seems more lonely in these 
camps, for the refugees feel 
that they are forgotten as the 
rest of the world is joyful. 


Across the face of Europe 
thousands of refugee children 
have never experienced the 
joys of Christmas Day. Each 
year at this time, we, the Eu- 
ropean Evangelistic Crusade, 
receive urgent appeals on be- 
half of these children, and we 
are doing our utmost to help 
feed and clothe these children, 
to bring them joys that they 
have never known, and to win 
them for Christ. 


One refugee mother wrote 
us, “It was heaven in our 
home when your parcel ar- 
rived. I am at a loss how to ex- 
press my gratitude for the 
lovely Christmas parcel you 
sent me. As I went through 
the things in your parcel, my 
7-year-old son could not re- 
strain his joy as he said, 
‘Look, Mother! Jesus knew 
exactly what I needed and He 
sent just the right size of clothing for me!’ 
Eternity alone will reveal what your love has 
meant to me. Our hands were feeble and our 


help. We must not 


Please address all gifts and correspondence for this purpose to: 
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The eyes of Europe’s neglected children and 
oe agg 7 eoncctnaly look to us this Christmas for 
la 


il them. 


knees trembled, but you strengthened them. Your 
comfort to us was as the presence of Jesus in our 
humble dwelling.” 


A refugee father wrote us from Austria, “For 
one and a half years I waited to see my wife smile 
again, and you made this possible. My wife had 
been ill for a number of years and was confined 
to bed. She had lost all joy in living, but when 
your Christmas parcel of food arrived, there was 
rejoicing in our home. My 
little daughter and my wife 
held each other in their arms 
and, unashamedly, tears of 
thankfulness flowed down 
their faces. Please accept our 
thanks for showing us the 
helping hand of God. 


The European Evangelistic 
Crusade seeks to bring physi- 
cal relief and help wherever 
it can to such needy families; 
but above all, it brings hope 
and salvation to the despairing 
through the message of the 
Saviour’s love. The task is 
not an easy one and many 
times we would be discour- 
aged if we did not have faith 
in God and in the people of 
God. We cannot ignore their 
pathetic cries, and we know 
that our God is able to supply 
the physical and spiritual 
needs of these children 
living in such unhappy 
circumstances. 

We need your help. It has always been our be- 
lief that together with our 
soul-saving ministry we should also administer 
physical relief for the welfare of the body where 
needed. We need your help in making this 
ministry possible. . Christmas 1954 will soon be 
upon us, but what will Christmas mean to these 
neglected refugees of Europe? Did not Christ die 
also for them? Are they to be denied the spiritual 
and physical blessings that God intended for His 
creatures? May God challenge you with this op- 
portunity to bring Christmas joy and future 
happiness to these people who, frustrated and 
lonely, facing a bleak future, will find the love of 
Christ through your kindness toward them. We 
must do something now to give them hope through 
the message of Christ’s love, together with im- 
mediate physical and spiritual help. 
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